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1911 Ford Model T Panel Van in O Scale (1:48)
This model kit of a 1911 Ford Model T Panel Van will fit at home on your layout or diorama. This model represents one
of the many options that were seen in the time all around North America and other parts of the world.

Supplied Kit Components:
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 sheets of laser cut and engraved stabilized Resin Impregnated Board (RIB)
1 sheet of laser cut clear window glazing
1 sheet of tissue paper
1 sheet of laser cut basswood
2 pieces of wire
3D printed parts on carrier (some parts are very small and may fall off the carrier so take caution not to lose
anything when you open the 3D parts package)

Suggested Tools and Supplies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

X-Acto type knife with fresh blades (#11 style is recommended)
Tweezers
Fine sandpaper (400+ Grit) and/or nail file
Masking tape or clear adhesive tape
Probond, Elmers white glue or Scotch Quick-Dry Adhesive (I like the Scotch adhesive as it dries with little residue
and has a great fine applicator tip)
CA glue for immediate bond of small, hard to place parts
Acrylic or enamel paint

We hope you enjoy making this kit as much as we did providing it to you. If you have any questions, please contact us at
sales@inter-action.ca.
The following instructions and photos will provide the basics for assembling this detailed kit. We have tried to make the
steps as straight forward as possible, but please note that you might want to change the order of assembly to suite your
own technique and modifications that you might make along the way. As usual it is best to familiarize yourself with all
the parts and instructions before you start on this craftsman level kit.

NOTE: If you would like to view these instructions in full colour,
please feel free to download a full colour copy at
www.interactionhobbies.com and click on the link for
"Instructions" near the top of the page.
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I like to paint the parts while still in the carrier. Some
parts may need to be painted on the backside as well.
Some touch up will be required after assembly.

Painting the 3D parts are easier while still on the
supports. I stick the parts and carrier on some double
sided tape and to a popsicle stick or scrap piece of wood.

1c

3D printed parts removal with an x-acto blade.
GO SLOW, ONE PIN AT A TIME!

Remove a triangular wedge of material from the inner
edge of the fenders as shown. To remove material, sand
it or use a new x-acto blade and carefully shave away the
material. This will help form a tighter seam when gluing
the fenders to the frame body.

1c
1b
1

Fold the body frame engine well (1) about 45 degrees
up and fold the running board wells down about 45
degrees. Roll the forward part of the fenders to match
the engine well. I use a small paint brush, needle file
handle or x-acto handle (blade removed!). If the
material cracks at the bend line, don’t worry, just set it
aside and glue it in place after.
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1c

This next part is quite finicky, but patience results in
good looking fenders and running boards.
Take your time to make the rolls and bend to line up as
best as possible with the supplied template sheet before
gluing things together. Trial fitting along the way will
ensure a straight and clean joint.
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Glue the fender to the engine well and front edge of the
running board well. Adding a glue seam to the bottom
strengthens the structure. Let it cure before doing the
other fender.

Bend the running boards along the crease as shown and
glue the long edge of the running board to the edge of
the running board well. If you are not happy with the fit,
remove the running board completely and sand to fit.

2

2

Glue the chassis to the fenders, making sure to line up
the cross supports in the chassis to those of the fender.

Glue the two halves of the chassis together.

Trim any excess that sticks out the front of the fender.

4
4
3b

3a

Glue bell housing halves 4 together. Glue engine pan 3
to 3a. You can trim the shape of it to look more like an
engine bottom with an x-acto and file. Glue the bell
housing into the slots in 3a and 3b. Paint the engine
assembly black.
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Glue the engine assembly in place, flush to the front
edge of the fender base.
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7
8

6
5

Glue the front panel to the base panel of the body/cab.
(note HO Scale version pictures shown)
Glue on the sides.

9

10
11
12

Glue the back wall in place, inserted in the tabs in the
sidewalls.

Fill any gaps in the slots and tabs. Sand and paint the
body your favorite colors. You will have to do some
touch up later as well.
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Glue in the rack in the aft area of the van on both side
panels. Also glue the visor bottom and front in place.

Trim the supplied piece of .025”wire to the length
shown on the template page. Put a little bit of glue on
the end of the wire and insert it into the bottom of the
steering wheel housing. Glue the wire in place to the
firewall. Make sure the wire does not extend into the
front of the firewall, or the engine cowl will not fit
properly.
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13

15

14

15

Glue the side door trim 14 over 13 and add the glazing
to the inside of the door panel.
Glue the back door trim parts in place.

17a
15

16

17

20a

19
18
20

Glue glazing to the back of windscreen panel 18 and
windshield 19. Glue 18 in place centered over the front
wall opening. Glue windshield in place (shown in the
open position).

Add the glazing for the Cabin windows. Here I
substituted microscope glass for the acetate, but the
acetate will glue in with a thin line of adhesive just
around the inside edges of the openings.

Glue trim 20 and 20a in place.
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22

23
21x4

Glue the two rectangular basswood seat bases 21
together.
Glue the seat back to the back of the seat base. Glue
the seat to the seat base flush to the back wall. The
front should overhang just a bit.
Glue the seat in place as shown above.

27
26
25
24

28

29
Fit the roof formers in place. Install in the order that
they are on the parts sheet to get the right curvature to
the roof. Sand to break the edges of the formers.

Touch up the former slots which will show through the
trim. Now add the side trim. Glue side trims 28 and 29
in place.

Glue tissue to the formers. Minimal glue on the formers
will allow the tissue to shrink evenly. Don’t worry if
there are a few small wrinkles at this step.

Paint some watered down white glue (Mod Podge) with
a soft brush and allow the tissue to dry and shrink to a
nice tight roof.
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Trim the roof panel to the edges of the trim. Paint the
roof panel dark grey, black or dark green.

34

Glue the cab assembly to the bottom of the chassis
assembly. Match it to the front of the slot in the chassis.
Check the distance from the front of the cab to the
front of the fender assembly to see that the engine
cowl fits flush to the front of the chassis.

31
32

35
33

Not
Sanded

Sanded

Paint tires 31 and 33 either black or white (some rubber
tires were uncolored rubber at the time) and glue to
either side of spoke assembly 32. Dabbing the tire into
the glue and then dabbing off the excess glue works
well.
After the glue has set, use a nail file or sanding stick to
slightly radius the tire outside edge. This will clean up
the little bumps in the tire from the laser process and
give the tire a much more pleasing appearance. Touch
up the paint on the tires after filing.
Then paint and glue the ring 35 and hub 34 to the front
of the wheel as shown.
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38
36

37
36
Glue the rear axle halves together back to back so that
the spring engraving is visible.

Glue the rear suspension/driveshaft together as shown.

39
40
39

40

40
40

Glue the disks over top of the axle stubs as shown. Then
file the axle stubs round to accept the wheels.

Glue the differential pieces to the axle assembly as
shown.

Different Body shown
Sand the differential as shown above. You will also want
to sand the axle stubs round where the wheels will
attach. Paint the stubs a brass color before installing
the wheels.
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Glue the rear end assembly to the bottom of the chassis
(in the provided slot) and make sure the assembly is
square to the truck frame.
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Different Body shown
Glue the back wheels on over top of the axle stubs so
that the stubs are protruding from the wheel center.

Clean up the backside of the 3D printed radiator so it fits
flush into the front of the engine cowl. Glue the radiator
to the cowl as shown above. CA or epoxy works best, but
I have used white glue (tacky) with good success.

41
41

Glue the cowl/radiator assembly to the vehicle chassis
and front cab wall as shown.

Glue the front axle halves together back to back. Sand
the axle stubs round and paint a brass color. Then glue
to the bottom of the radiator support frame, keeping it
square to the vehicle chassis.

42

Glue the front wheels onto the front axle as shown
above making sure the axle stubs protrude from the
wheel center.
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Glue 42 support to the front axle and the engine bell
housing as shown.
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30
30

HO version shown

Glue the fenders in place above each back wheel. The
front bottom edge of the fender should fit tight to the
back edge of the running board.

Refer to the rear fender template sheet. Roll the back
fenders 29 & 30 around a pencil or paintbrush to match
the curvature of the wheels (style 1 shown above).

Refer to the supplied
full size template
sheet. Using a piece
of the supplied 0.012”
diameter phosphor
bronze wire, bend up
a crank for the engine
as shown to the left.

Glue the crank into the hole just below the radiator.
Enlarge the hole as required to fit the wire.

Different Body shown
Different Body shown
Paint the lanterns black with either blue or blue silver to
represent the square lens. Glue the side lanterns in
place as shown above.
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Paint the aft lantern black and glue into the opening in
the bottom rear left hand side of the body. The marker
lenses are painted red.

Page 10
Rev 2020-2

O-7509: 1911 Ford Model T Panel Van Kit Assembly Instructions
Inter-Action Hobbies

Page 11
Rev 2020-2

That completes the kit. I hope you have enjoyed this journey and had fun building this highly detailed Inter-Action
Hobbies kit.
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