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WARNING: CHOKING HAZARD - Small and sharp parts
Not for young children

High quality N scale building:Ÿ

3.25" wide by 2.25" deep by 1.125" high
Includes building, signage, gas pump island, and interior Ÿ

shelving benches
Assembly & pain�ng requiredŸ

Paint, glue, and hobby tools required for assemblyŸ

are not included
Scenery, vehicles, and figures not includedŸ
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1950’s Gas Station in N Scale (1:160) 

This 1950’s styled gas station is true to form of many of the stylish gas stations that popped up in the 50’s as the major 

petrol providers marketed themselves in competition to get their share of the burgeoning automobile traffic. 

This example is based on BP, Sinclair and Gulf styling found in the US and Canada at the time. 

Supplied Kit Components: 

• 6 sheets of laser cut and engraved stabilized Resin Impregnated Board (RIB) for crisp, high resolution detail 

• 1 sheet of laser cut clear window glazing 

• 1 mat board building foundation and components sheet 

• 1 mat board diorama sheet (sidewalks, concrete slabs) 

• Chimney, signage and trim tubing and rod 

• 1950’s vending machine mini-kit 

• Garage bench and shelving mini-kits 

• Kit assembly instructions 

Suggested Tools and Supplies: 

• X-Acto type knife with fresh blades (#11 style is recommended) 

• Tweezers 

• Fine sandpaper (400+ Grit) and/or nail file 

• Masking tape or clear adhesive tape 

• Probond, Elmers white glue or Scotch Quick-Dry Adhesive (I like the Scotch adhesive as it dries with little residue 

and has a great fine applicator tip) 

• CA glue for immediate bond of small, hard to place parts 

• Acrylic or enamel paint 

We hope you enjoy making this kit as much as we did providing it to you. If you have any questions, please contact us at 

sales@inter-action.ca. 

The following instructions and photos will provide the basics for assembling this detailed kit. We have tried to make the 

steps as straight forward as possible, but please note that you might want to change the order of assembly to suite your 

own technique and modifications that you might make along the way. As usual it is best to familiarize yourself with all 

the parts and instructions before you start on this craftsman level kit. 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: If you would like to view these instructions in 
full colour, please feel free to download a full colour 

copy at  and click on the www.interactionhobbies.com
link for "Instructions" near the top of the page. 
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 Your kit comes with sheets of laser cut 0.011” and 

0.018”  thick RIB, laser cut clear window material, and 

a mat board building base and diorama parts 

(sidewalks and concrete slabs).  

You will also find some plastic rods and strips, and 

aluminum tubing along with some wood dowel 

material. 

1 Start by cleaning out any contaminates and remaining 

dust that may be in the cracks of the engraved details 

in sign, walls etc. 

This is done by using a stiff bristle brush and gently 

dusting the nooks and crannies.  Don’t be too 

aggressive as the material can be brittle and fine detail 

may be broken or removed. Avoid touching very fine 

details like window muttons etc.  

Also remove any bits that may be left in cut outs 

before painting. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT SOME OF THE PHOTOS SHOWN IN THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE FROM THE HO SCALE KIT. 

THE STEPS AND TECHNIQUES ARE THE SAME FOR THE N SCALE KIT, JUST SMALLER!! 

 

2 Painting the parts while still attached to the sheet is an 

easy way of getting quick and easy coverage for your 

model and to minimize warping. 

I primed the parts sheets with a light coat of flat white 

Krylon, though your favorite primer will work. I used 

white as my gas station was going to be white. 

 I like to use the “ZIG Woodcraft” paint markers 

available from many of the craft stores like Michaels, 

though any acrylic, enamel or oil based paint works 

well. 

Make sure you consider which side is out or in so you 

can color the inside walls where required.  

For the purposes of the gas station build, painting the 

front side of the parts sheets should suffice in most 

cases as the walls are multiple layered. 

 

 

Generic Photo, actual parts differ. 
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I used  Polly S Vermont Green for trim and Polly S Depot 

Buff for my back showroom wall. 

 

 

 

Benches are Depot Buff in my model. Note that your 

kit will have these parts in separate sheets. 

Some of these parts will have to be re-painted or 

touched up after assembly, but I find painting them 

first speeds up my process after assembly. 

 

Paint your gas pump sides the color you want (separate 

part sheets in your kit). 

 

 

 

3 The gas station base is painted concrete in color and 

then cut the flooring material for the office to size. 

Also be sure to paint the pump stand concrete base in 

the lower left of the photo. 

As the base is mat board, it is best to paint the top 

surface while still attached to the sheet runner. This 

will help minimize warping during painting. You will 

notice that it will straighten while drying on its own. 

Any remaining curvature can be flatted by putting it 

under a book for a few hours.  
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Start by finding the parts for the front wall parts as shown 

above.  

Make sure you paint the silver frames of the center wall 

panel, showroom door and inner garage door panels. 

4 

 

Glue the outer wall over top of the middle wall panel 

and then turn it over and glue the inner wall to the 

assembly. For alignment while gluing, use the door / 

window openings to assure everything is straight and 

square. You will notice that the middle and inner wall 

panels are shorter in width and height than the outer 

panel. Note the tabs stick out for the outer wall to be 

fitted to the building floor. Glue the upper trim to the 

outer panel face flush with the top of the wall panel. 

 

 

 

Glue the showroom door panel over the glazing and 

then cut out the rails and glue them into the holes in 

the door frame.  Also glue the round ring to the door 

rails. 

 

Assemble the outer, middle and inner wall panels of the 

left hand wall. Paint the middle panel trim aluminum as 

shown. Note that you need to paint the back of the inner 

panel for this assembly. 

5 

 

Cut the 0.040” X 0.060” plastic strip to length to fit 

into the sill slot in the outer wall and glue in place. 

All three panels will align to 
the upper inner corners of the 
garage door openings. 

There should be equal distance 
around the edges of the metal 
window and showroom door frame.  
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RH wall assembly. Make sure to center the middle and 

inner panels as per the other walls. 

6 

 

Glue the glazing over the window opening from the 

inside face of the wall assembly. Then glue the inner 

window frames over the glazing. 

 

Cut the 0.060” X 0.100” plastic strip to length to fit into 

the two sill slot in the outer wall and glue in place. 

 

 

 

Back wall assembly. 

7 

Center wall assembly. 

 

Add the details that you want to the walls before final 

building assembly. It makes it a lot easier that way! 
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Paint and assemble the shelves of the back showroom 

wall. Add some signage and clutter as follows: Paint up 

some detail using scraps of plastic rod, painted and cut to 

size to fit on the shelf. 

8 

 

Gluing some signage to the wall and shelf adds a lot of 

visual interest when looking through the big 

showroom window. 

 

 

Locate and paint the showroom cabinet parts. Note the 

1/32 cabinet basswood base at the bottom of the photo. 

9 

 

Start by gluing the cabinet base and shelf to the 

cabinet back wall. 

 

 

Glue the cabinet sides on. If you really want to get carried 

away and plan to light the interior of your showroom, 

then add some clutter for the shelf. Glue the cabinet 

glazing to the cabinet front and add the slotted top and 

finally the counter top. 

 

 

Glue some of the magazines and painted bits of balsa 

to the counter top. Add a candy can made from a small 

bit of tubing. Finally, assemble the 2 mat board cash 

register parts and paint and mark with a really fine felt 

marker. 
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Start the building assembly by trial fitting the front wall 

and left hand wall into the appropriate tabs on the 

building base as shown above. Don’t glue it to the base at 

this point until you are sure the wall edges align properly. 

10 

 

Note that you may have to adjust the trim lengths to 

get a good tight fit. When you are satisfied, with the 

fit, glue the two walls into the base and to each other. 

 

 

Locate the clear window for the show room. It is the one 

with the score line through the middle of it. Bend the 

window 90 degrees with the score line to the inside. 

Apply what ever window signage that you are going to, 

making sure you have it in the right place so that it is not 

covered by the gluing edges. (see photo to right). I like to 

use Canopy cement for this step as it dries quite clear. 

11 

 

Glue the window into the opening and against the 

middle wall panel of the two wall assemblies.   

Then glue in the shelf supports as shown.  

 

Paint and glue on your shelf clutter and signs that you 

want in the window and glue the shelf to sit on top of the 

shelf support. 

12 

 

13 

 

Glue the right hand wall assembly to the base and 

front wall. Again test fit first to make sure you have 

good alignment between the two walls. 

Shelf Supports (2)   
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Glue the back wall in using the same method as the 

earlier walls. Note that the signage and things are glued 

to the wall first for easier placement. You can do this 

afterwards as well, but I find it easier to do it before 

assembly of the building. 

14 

 

15 

 

Glue in the center wall and then the bathroom wall. 

Note the scotch tape I used to hold while the glue sets. 

Also note the pass through for lighting assuming you 

will light your building with the supplied LED strips. 

 

16 Now that you have all your walls up, paint the lower 

plastic trim strips (.015” X .030”) the appropriate color 

for your gas station and cut them to length to 

surround the parameter of your building’s base.  

I would do this after touching up the building wall 

corners if needed. Then apply the trim. 

 

If you plan to light your building, notch the top of the 

showroom wall to allow the end of the LED lighting strip 

to extend into the back shop for easier wiring and roof 

installation. 

Then glue in the showroom wall as shown. 

17 

 

18 

Glue in the counter and any figures or other details 

that you want in the showroom. 

Wiring passage for 
building lighting  
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Paint and glue the three awning pieces together in a 

sandwich and put under some weights to set. Note that 

the middle panel is slightly larger than the upper and 

lower. This will allow you to pre-paint the accent edge for 

a nice clean effect when assembled.  

19 

 

For more texture, you can apply a 300 grit sandpaper 

piece to the top “L” before assembly or tar and gravel 

the top of the awning before gluing to the building. 

Glue the awning half way between the top of the 

showroom window and the upper wall trim. 

Using some left over  0.015” X 0.030” you can make up a 

sign frame as shown on the right for the “Free Inspection” 

sign to attract customers.  

20 

 

 

21 Building Sump vents: Using the supplied .030” dia 

plastic rod, cut two pieces 0.5” long each. Either notch 

the bottom of the vent pipe to conform to the 

building/base contour or notch the base to conform to 

the pipes. 

Cut two small scraps of the 1/16” diameter dowel or 

styrene as shown as vent caps. 

Paint the vents and caps silver / rust and glue to the 

side of the building. 

 

 

22 To make simulated wall straps that hold the vent pipes 

and drain pipes to the cinderblock/concrete building: 

• Paint a piece of paper silver.  

• Grind some artist charcoals to get a rusty 

brown color (or use your favorite aging 

powders). Dry brush the painted paper while 

the paint is still slightly tacky.  

• Lastly, cut the treated paper into fine strips 

with a new #11 blade. (approx 1/32 wide) 
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Make your drain pipes from the supplied 0.030” dia rod 

as appropriate. Using strips about .100” long, glue the 

center of the strip to the vent or drain pipe in 2 or 3 

locations along the pipe. 

 

 

Apply a bit of white glue under the strap on each side 

of the pipe and using some tweezers gently push down 

on either side of the pipe over top of the strap and 

push to the wall until the glue takes hold of the strap. 

 

 

Glue the front bay roll up door open if you want. The 

tooth pick is just there until the glue dries. 

We have supplied the benches and shelves and a bit of 

clutter / posters / magazines. You can add your own 

clutter around to give the shop a more lived in look. 

23 

   

Assemble the 3 shelving units as shown. Stick down 

some masking tape on your work surface sticky side up 

and place the two vertical sides the correct distance 

apart. Then glue the bottom shelf to the two sides first 

and then work your way up keeping them straight as 

you go. 
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Assemble the benches as shown. I found it easiest to glue 

the sides to the bench top, then add the front and back. 

Finally adding the drawer detail. Again, a piece of tape 

sticky side up on your work surface will help keep all the 

small bits in place while gluing. 

 

 

Here we used bits from our scrap box, some bits of 

wire, and a piece of brass tubing for the garbage can. 

The benches were primed and painted. Then when 

dry, scraped with an X-Acto knife to wear the surface 

and then an alcohol/India ink wash to age them. 

 

Cut out the Men and Women signs, fold them over and 

glue above the door frame of each door. 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

Build the vending machine as shown above. Before 

final painting, make sure to radius the front edges with 

an emery board and sand paper. 

 

Next comes the gas pumps. Locate and paint the parts 

above. You may want to paint one pump for “Super” in a 

different color than the “Regular” pump. 

28 

 

Then cut out 4 of the paper gas pump meter images 

and glue one to each side of the pump core (mat 

board piece). 
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Glue the pump panel with the larger window opening on 

both sides of the pump. 

Insert the clear acetate window into the opening as on 

the right. You don’t need to glue it in if you don’t want to. 

Then glue the smaller opening panel over top of that to 

lock the acetate window in place. 

 

 

 

File and sand the edges of the assembly and side panels 

to radius the pump using an emery board and finishing 

with 400 grit sandpaper.  

 

 

Paint your pumps with gloss paint and paint the pump 

handles silver. I added a glob of paint to represent the 

check valve in the handle and give it some thickness. 

 

Glue the side panels on. One panel has the hole for the 

crank and the other has two holes for the pump handle. 

 

 

Use a small piece of scrap wire for the crank. A glob of 

silver paint makes a good handle. 
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Using a piece of fine wire, cut to length, bend to shape, 

and paint black. Glue the one end to the bottom of the 

handle and the other to the pump side just below and to 

one side of the pump handle. Also glue a piece of .090” 

dia aluminum tubing in the pump base in the center for 

mounting the awning. 

 

29 

 

Assemble the pump cover by sandwiching the two oval 

pump pieces of .018” board between the two .011” 

board pieces.  If you wish, paint the edges of the 

panels complimenting colors of your station for some 

added contrast. 

Glue a 0.75” piece of supplied .047” diameter styrene 

rod to the pump cover and insert into the base. Paint 

this aluminum in color. 

(You will note that the .018” pump cover panels have 

cut outs in them. This is in case you want to do the 

insane task of lighting your pump cover as is done in 

the HO scale version of this kit.!!) 

 

You have two choices of signage that come with the kit. 

You can make a Sinclair station or a Gulf Station.  

30 
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Glue the thin frame centered on the white sign 

background panel. 

 

As in the Wash and Lubrication signs, I would suggest 

cutting the letter holder in half as shown above to make 

the next steps easier. 

 

 

Using the letter holder, place it on the sign and glue in 

the Dino as shown above. Let the glue set. 

 

Dotting small bits of glue on the open areas of the letter 

holder, glue the letters to the sign background, making 

sure you don’t get any glue on the holder. 

You might find it easier to cut the letter holder in half 

horizontally and use half as a guide to properly glue your 

letters in place. 

 

Glue in the dino the same way using the letter holder 

as a guide. 
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Do the above steps to the other side of the sign and you 

have a completed sign ready to hang. 

 

 

 

 

Next, bend the supplied 0.030” dia rod  90 degrees 

1.4” from one end. 

 

 

 Using some copper or brass wire, bend a hook as 

shown and glue to the top of the sign as shown so that 

the hook goes around the aluminum tube. Alternately 

glue string to the sign and around the tubing to 

represent a chain or cable sign support. 

 

        Hey, no one said N scale would be easy! 

 

Cut out the building awning sign and put a bit of low 

tack/scotch tape over the letters so that you can remove 

them from the letter support and still keep the letters 

properly spaced and angled. 

 

 

Apply a bit of white glue to the bottom of each letter 

while holding the tape. 
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Place the letters centered on the awning near the front 

edge as shown above. 

  

 

Remove the tape after the glue is completely dry. 

 

For the Gulf signage, follow the same procedures above, 

using the parts and templates supplied. The blue I used 

for the Gulf Sign was Tamiya Flat Blue. 

31 

 

The orange used was Polly S GN Orange 

 

This little gem you created can be used with the styrene 

rod for the station sign out near the curb. 

 

 

It is assembled as shown. 

Note that when laminating the parts of the sign 

together that the layers are sized differently as shown 

above. 

Wide Medium Narrow 
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Your N scale gas station kit includes a sheet of matboard components that you can use to make up your gas station 

compound. Included are some sidewalk material, and both pavement and concrete slabs. These items are certainly 

optional, but they should help you provide a setting for your gas station on your layout. 

To simulate pavement roads, I like to use the black craft 

foam that you get from the dollar store. I glue this over 

my foam board using spray adhesive. Then I mix up a bit 

of plaster with just a bit of matt medium and color the 

plaster a pavement color. Then I use a spatula to smooth 

the plater mixture over the road areas and let dry. 

Lightly sand the dry pavement with fine sand paper to 

remove the spatula lines, but not to much or you will 

easily sand through the plaster. 

 

 

Now, I use a scribe or back side of an x-acto blade and 

scribe cracks in the pavement by going through the 

plaster but not far into the foam. This gives the effect 

of cracking some of the plaster around the scribe mark 

and thus giving you smaller cracks just like the real 

pavement would crack into small chunks.  

Then I carefully wick diluted matt medium into the 

scribe marks to set up the pavment. 

Now glue your concrete foundation down where you 

want your gas station to sit. Note the two side pieces are 

separate along with the back. This way you can decide 

whether to paint these bits as concrete slabs, pavement 

or leave them out as I did in the back and put ground 

cover in that area. 

 

Paint and glue your sidewalks down around the edges 

of the pavement/concrete sections. In this case we 

have made our station on a corner. 
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 At this point, a wash of India Ink and alcohol in the 

cracks and line edges of the pavement/ 

concrete/sidewalks is in order. 

Finish up by lightly dry brushing the crack lines with off 

white and some chalks, or weathering powders and 

stains around your pumps and on the road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



N-3006: 1950’s Gas Station Kit Assembly Instructions 

Inter-Action Hobbies 

Page 20 

Rev 2019-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	N3006-Cover.pdf
	Page 1


