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Giordano’s Grocers and Cold Storage in HO (1:87) 

Giordano’s Grocers and Cold Storage is modeled after a prototype produce packers building I saw a while back. This 

building is named in honor of my sister in-law’s father, Francesco (Frank) Giordano who we lost in early 2022 one day 

shy of his 96
th

 birthday. Frank worked for the railroad in Edmonton, Alberta and was most at home in his garden, hence 

the grocer connection to the building. 

 

Giordano’s represents an active produce distribution center which is both rail and road served. With the addition of cold 

storage capabilities and an import side business, the business supports a wide array of clients. 

 

The main building has two fronts, one for rail side service and the other for truck deliveries and pick up. It has a 

corrugated office added to one end and a storage shed and cage at the other end. The kit comes with many details 

including a water tower, custom laser cut doors and windows, various crates, hand trucks, sack castings and 3D printed 

power meters, electrical box and propane tank. There are printed interior graphics to help represent the interior walls 

and details. A basic interior LED light kit is also included. 
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Main Kit Components: 
 

• 11 sheets of laser cut and engraved stabilized resin impregnated board (RIB) for crisp, high resolution 

detail 

• 10 sheets of laser cut and engraved basswood 

• 3 sheet laser matt board 

• 1 sheet laser cut clear window glazing 

• 1 sprue of 3D printed detail parts 

• basswood strip stock bag 

• Styrene castings (lamp reflectors , chimneys, smoke stack, milk cans, burlap sacks, Nut Bolt Washer) 

• 2 pieces phosphor bronze wire 

• 1 piece of coarse tulle screen 

• 2 sheets of laser cut chipboard 

• 1 sheet of laser cut paper 

• 2 pieces of foil tape 

• 3 graphics sheets 

• 2 sheet of laser cut tar paper roofing 

• Pallet mini kit (12 pallets) 

• Railway signs 

• Door handle bending die & Corrugator tool 

• Kit assembly instructions, parts ID sheet and template sheet 

 

Suggested Tools and Supplies: 

• X-Acto type knife with fresh blades (#11 style is best). Change your blades often for better results. 

• Tweezers 

• Fine sandpaper (300+ Grit) and / or emery boards 

• Masking tape or clear adhesive tape 

• Canopy Glue, Probond, Elmers white glue or Scotch Quick-Dry Adhesive (I like the Scotch adhesive as it dries 

with little residue) 

• Scotch Clear Glue with 2-Way Applicator 

• CA glue for bonding of small hard to place parts. For immediate bonding of small parts, use a 1:1 blend of Slo-

Zap CA and canopy glue (But you have to work fast!). 

• Acrylic model paint or craft paints. I recommend investing in the higher quality Vallejo and MIG by Ammo 

products as they have superior coverage and stronger pigments. 

We hope you enjoy making this kit as much as we did providing it to you. If you have any questions, please contact us at 

sales@inter-action.ca. 

 

The following instructions and photos will provide the basics for assembling this detailed kit. We have tried to make the 

steps as straight forward as possible, but please note that you might want to change the order of assembly to suit your 

own technique and modifications that you might make along the way. As usual it is best to familiarize yourself with all 

the parts and instructions before you start on this craftsman level kit. 

NOTE: If you would like to view these instructions in full colour, please feel free to 

download a full colour copy at  and click on the link for www.interactionhobbies.com

"Instructions" near the top of the page. 
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Start by cleaning out any contaminates and remaining 

dust that may be in the cracks of the engraved details in 

sign, walls etc. 

This is done by using a stiff bristle brush and gently 

dusting the nooks and crannies. Avoid touching very 

fine details like window mullions etc. 

 

  

I like to paint some of the parts while still in the carrier. 

Some parts may need to be painted on the backside as 

well. Some touch up will be required after assembly, but 

this is a good start. 

 

 

 When removing pieces from carrier sheets, run your 

fingers down the cut off tabs and if you can feel them, 

sand them off lightly for a better fit.  An emery board / 

disposable nail file is ideal for this purpose. 

Always use your X-ACTO knife in such a way that when 

you cut a piece off of the sprue, the knife blade runs off 

away from the piece and not digging into the part.  

After removal from the carrier, some touch up of edges 

that will be visible should be done before assembly;  and, 

some touch up may be required after assembly 

 

 A handy glue applicator to use when laminating larger 

panels like the interior wall/stringer panels, is “Scotch 

Clear Glue, with 2-Way Applicator”. This glue bottle has a 

“pad” that you can dab glue onto larger areas for better 

coverage.  I work over a clean paper towel for dabbing 

the backside of each part. 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 

Generic Photo, actual parts differ. 
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Painting 3D parts are 

easier while still on the 

supports. Stick the parts 

and carrier on some 

double sided tape and to a 

popsicle stick or scrap 

piece of wood. 

 

 

3D printed parts removal with an x-acto blade or fine 

sprue cutter.  GO SLOW, ONE PIN AT A TIME!  

 

Paint / Colors used in prototype model: 

Exterior Walls  Vallejo Model Color  

Eau De Nil D.E. Green 71.009 

Alternate color scheme: 

Wash of Hunterline Cordovan Brown 

Vallejo Model Color 

(Thinned) Light Green Blue 70.972 

Foundation/Floor Vallejo Model Color 

German C. Beige WWII 70.821 

Exterior Trim  

and Stripe 

Vallejo Model Color 

Off-White 70.820 

Alternate color scheme: 

Vallejo Model Color 

Trim: Black Green 70.980 

Interior Walls Where not covered with graphics 

Vallejo Model Color 

Off-White 70.820 

 

Two Tone Doors Vallejo Model Color 

Trim: Black Green 70.980 

Panels: Light Blue Green 70.972  

Sliding Door 

Hardware  

Vallejo Metal Color 

Dull Aluminum 77.717 

Window Mullions Vallejo Model Color 

Off-White 70.820 

Alternate color scheme 

Vallejo Model Color 

Light Blue Green 70.972 

Sliding Door 

Hardware  

End Wall Fans 

Vallejo Metal Color 

Dull Aluminum 77.717 

Fan Housings:  

Vallejo Model Color 

Oily Steel 70.865 

Fan blades and Mesh: 

 Vallejo Model Color Silver 70.997 

 

We would like to put out a special Thank You to Geoff Southwood, a fantastic and very 
experienced model structures builder. Geoff completed the beta build of this kit 

and provided feedback that we have incorporated to make this a better kit  
building experience for all of our customers. 

 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 
Generic photo, actual parts differ. 
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Glue the inner wall panel to the outer wall panel and 

align it as shown to the right.  

 

Paint the inside side of panel 2, where it will be visible 

through the clerestory windows. Vallejo Off White was 

used for this.  

 

Glue the door frame top 3 in place, flush with the inner 

and outer face of the wall assembly. Then glue the sides 

4 in place  

 

Glue door frame 5 to both sides of the wall panel. 

Glue door panels and trim together. Glazing G1 can just 

be set in place in the opening in the door panel.  

 

Glue the second window frame 7 in place to keep the 

glazing secure. Glue door trim panel 7a in place.  

2 

1 

 

4 

3 

5 5 

7 

7a 
7 

G1 

7a 

6 

Man door 

opening 
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Glue the chipboard door handle bending jig outer and 

inner face parts together. Harden the contact areas 

with thin CA cement. This will protect the bending die 

surfaces from the stiff wire. 

 

Glue the other bending jig face as shown. Reharden the 

surface with a bit more CA cement. 

Harden the press area of the bending die as shown 

above. Cut some 0.015” diameter phosphor bronze wire 

to a length of 0.50”. 

 

Insert the wide into the jig as shown so the wire sits 

evenly across the jig support. 

 Press the die into the opening, pressing the wire into 

the jig until the die bottoms into the jig. 

 

Remove the wire and nip off the excess wire for a 

completed door handle. 

 

Use the door handle template and bend some phosphor 

bronze wire to form the door handle. You may need to 

ream the holes in the door to fit the handle.  

 

Glue the door in place in the end wall. Add some thin 

styrene or solder bits to represent the door hinges as 

these will be seen from the outside of the building (if not 

installing the annex). 
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Glue panel 8 to 9, taking care to align the panels as 

shown on the right. 

 

Glue a piece of the tulle mesh material to frame 10. Glue 

up and paint the fan assembly. The edges of 11, 12a and 

13 should all be flush with each other. 

Glue the fans into the openings from the exterior sides 

of the wall panels. Touch up paint the inside cavity 

where the fan vent has been installed.   

 

 

Glue door frame top in place, flush with the outside face 

of the end wall panel. Glue the side frame sides in place.  

Cut out and apply the interior wall graphic to the inside 

face of the end wall assembly. Note that the caution 

stripes will wrap onto the door frame parts. Wrap 

wrap/glue the graphic stripes onto the side frames. 

Geoff’s Tip: You may want to make a color copy of 

the graphic sheets just incase you make an error along 

the way. It is handy to have a back up set. 

 

 

8 9 

10 11 12a 
13 

12 

15 15 

14 
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Glue the exterior door frame in place.  

 

 
Glue the double barn door panels together. Make sure to 

paint both sides of the assembly as it may be seen from 

the other opening into the building. 

 

Glue the roller mounts in place on the top of the door 

assembly.  

 

  

Glue rollers to the roller mount so that the door slide 

beam will fit between the bottom of the roller and the 

top of the door panel. 

Do not glue the beam in place on the wall panel yet as 

you will need to align it with the exterior ramp later on. 

 

 

 

Glue the outer wall panel to the inner wall panel.  

Avoid getting glue into the slots for the rafters or the 

lamp arm holes. 

 

 

Cut out and glue the paper graphic to the inside face of 

the wall assembly.  

Note the notches in the upper left of the inside wall face. 

Shown with bracing installed and painted to look like 

support beams. 

16 

19 

23 

22 

18 

17 

19 

20 20 

21 
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Glue the door frame top in place, flush with the outside 

face of the end wall panel.  

 

  Glue the frame sides in place.  

 Glue the exterior door frames in place. 

 

 

Geoff’s Tip: When painting parts like #27, keep a 

sharp #11 blade at hand to ensure that the paint does 

not obscure the fine vertical planking in the door.  This 

is a reminder for the whole build.  Just carefully 

running the #11 blade down between the planks while 

the paint is still a bit wet keeps this important detail 

visible and separates the average build from the 

superior build. 

 

 

Glue the sliding dock door panel together. 

25 

25 

24 

26 

26 

27 

28 
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Glue glazing panel G2 in place on the inside face of the 

door assembly. Glue the inside door face in place.  

  

 

Glue the roller mounts to the top of door panel 28. 

 

Glue rollers to the roller mount so that the door slide 

beam will fit between the bottom of the roller and the 

top of the door panel. 

  

Glue the roller beam to the wall with 0.11”overhang to 

the left of the door, and so the door is flush to the 

bottom edge of the wall. Do not glue the doors in place at 

this time. Wait until a later step. 

 

34 

33 

G2 

29 

30 
31 

32 

33 33 
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 Glue the outer wall panel to the inner wall panel. 

Avoid getting glue into the slots for the rafters or the 

lamp arm holes. 

 

Cut out and glue the paper graphic to the inside face of 

the wall assembly. 

 

If desired, you can add some 1/8” square stock bracing to the inside faces of the wall assemblies. Note the location of the 

inside cold room wall panel to avoid interference when fitting the building together.   

Loosely place the walls in the slots in Foundation Part #65 and temporarily position the cold storage wall Part #54 in 

order to get an exact position for the vertical bracing circled above. You want to insure that the bracing does not 

interfere with the installation of wall 54 later on. 

35 

36 
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Geoff’s Tip: As this bracing will be seen, you might 

either paint these uprights in a “safety” yellow or in 

some appropriate structural colour for a vertical 

support.   For the yellow “safety” paint, Jeff used 

Vallejo Game Color #72.006 Sun Yellow and Vallejo 

Model Color #70.861 Glossy Black.  The Game Color 

series has a punchy appearance.   These vertical 

braces/beams provide a very real protection against 

fork lifts hitting the door frames.  For a more realistic 

effect than the minimal bracing shown on Page 9 you 

could paint and glue these verticals on either side of 

the loading doors. 

 

 

  

Geoff’s TIP:  when painting the really fine parts of the refrigeration equipment.  I used Vallejo Model Color #70.863 

Gunmetal Grey and thinned it with some Vallejo Thinner Medium #73.524.  Since most everything I do is hand brushed, 

I find that thinning certain paints going on fine parts gives better coverage and avoids mucking up fine tabs. 

Carefully remove 37 and 38 from the sprue as to not 

damage the tabs. Glue cooling unit radiator panels.  

 

 
Glue cooling unit radiator panels. 

Glue cooling unit side panels. Note that the slots in 40, 

41 are offset to one side as shown. 

 

 
Glue cooling unit top and bottom panels. 

  

Glue cooling unit back panel. 

 

 
Glue the radiator unit into the opening in the wall panel. 

38 

41 
40 

43 

39 

42 

42 

37 
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Ensure radiator is flush with the outside face of the wall 

assembly. 

 

  

Glue frame 44 centered on the wall opening. 

Glue door frame top in place, flush with the outside 

face of the end wall panel. Glue the frame sides in 

place. 

 

 Glue the exterior door frames in place. 

Glue panel 49 to 48 as shown to the right (three sets).  

 

 Note parts are flush to edges of the door opening. 

44 

49 

48 

46 

45 

46 

47 

47 

47 
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Glue glazing panels G3 and G4 to the inside face of 

panel 48.  

 

 

Be very skimpy in applying the glue to hold in Parts #G3 

and Parts #G4 to the inside face of panel #48. This will 

insure that the doors will fit flat if making the doors in 

the open position. 

Glue the panel assemblies to the inside face of wall 

panel 36, centered on the opening.  

 

 
Glue door panels together. Glue glazing panel G5 to the 

inside face of 50. 

 Use the door handle jig to bend up 3 additiona dorr 

handles. Glue the door handles into the holes in the 

door.  

 You may need to ream the holes in the door to fit the 

handle. 

 

Glue door assemblies to the inside face of panels 48. 

These are meant to replicate sliding doors. You can 

position the doors in the open or closed position as 

desired. 

G4 

G3 

G5 

51 

50 
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Glue the barn door panels together. 

 

Cut and glue the appropriate paper graphic to the face of 

panel 54. Then glue door frame 55 in place. 

Geoff’s Tip: After applying Part #55 to Part #54, I 

decided to paint the thickness of the Carson Board 

where I had created the opening to the cold 

storage.  This is probably not necessary if the modeller 

intends to leave the cold storage door closed but I did 

not know how visible it might be behind the hanging 

sliding door.  That said, if the modeller wants the door 

open, this is an essential bit of paintwork. 

 

 

 

53 

52 
G14 

54 

55 
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Glue rollers to the roller mount so that the door slide 

beam will fit between the bottom of the roller and the 

top of the door panel. 

 

You can glue the door in the open or closed position, but 

remember to keep the door closed to not let all the cold 

out! 

Glue doubler 59 to the inside face of the clerestory wall 

panel 58. Note the support post notches in the bottom 

edge should line up. Take care to clean up any glue 

squeeze out. 

Do the same for panels 60 and 61 (not shown). These 

panels do not have the same notches in them.  

  

Glue window mullion panel 62 in place against the inside 

face of panel 58 and 60. Then glue glazing panels G6 and 

G7 in place. 

Glue window frames 63 in place (eighteen places). 

 

 
If desired, cut and glue a 1/8” square bracing. 

59 

58 

63 

57 

56a 

56 

G6 

G7 

62 
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Glue roof support 64 into panel 60. Note that the 

opposite wall panel roof supports will be installed later 

on.  

 

Your kit includes three optional truck dock load levelers if 

you are modeling this building in a more modern era. 

MAKE SURE YOU CUT THE CORRECT SIDE OF THE TRUCK 

LOADING DOCK. 

 

Use the supplied laser cut template to assist in cutting 

out the correct position in the foundation panel.  

Note:  Carson Board does a number on #11 blades and 

now is a good time to use a fresh blade and to focus on 

cutting absolutely vertically and accurately. Make a 

number of light passes to establish the cutline.   

 In a food facility, the owners would want to keep the dust 

down and would have applied a coating to the interior 

concrete floor.   

 

Apply Frog Tape over the area that would be outside and 

painted a concrete colour.   

 

Spray the deck with Tamiya Surface Primer (L) (Gray) 

#87042. 

 

 
Paint the exterior surface with Vallejo Model Color 

#70.821 German Camouflage Beige WWII. 

 

64 65 
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You can also weather the foundation with your choice 

of powders, drybrushing and streaking effects.   

 

 Glue foundation wall panel 68 to the bottom side of 

foundation panel 65. Glue foundation wall panel 67 over 

top of 66. Then glue the assembly to the bottom edge of 

the foundation panel. 

Do the same for the other side of the foundation.  

 

 

 

Glue foundation doublers in place from the bottom of 

the foundation assembly to cover the load leveler cut 

outs. 

 

Glue gussets 70 to the corners of the bottom of the 

foundation walls, flush to the inside bottom edge of the 

walls.  Make sure these are well glued as they provide 

torsional stiffness when handling the base and building. 

Glue foundation supports 71 in place to the bottom of 

the foundation panel and inside edges of the walls. 

 

 

70 
69 

66 

68 

67 

67 

68 

71 

69 

69 

66 

70 

70 

70 

71 

71 
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Test fit all the wall panel assemblies into the 

foundation slots to insure everything fits tightly before 

proceeding to glue things in place. 

Glue the truck dock wall panel assembly in place into 

the slots in the foundation. 

 

 

Glue the end wall panel assembly in place. Make sure to 

glue the correct wall with the big door. 

Note how the wall assembly corners nest together. 

 

 

Glue the freight/train side wall panel assembly in place. 

Glue the end wall panel assembly in place. Make sure to 

glue the correct wall with the small door. 

 

Paint and some 3/32 square stock to form the corner trim 

(for both end walls). Glue the corner trim in place and 

trim to match the roof lines as shown. 
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It is easier to use the corner trim to cover any errors or 

gaps after the assembly of the walls and installing them 

in the foundation. 

 

 

Glue the interior cold room wall panel in place. 

 
Above shows the “as built” prototype kit. You can see 

the comparison of adding the “vertical beams/bracing 

that Geoff did to the right. 

 

 

 

Glue the clerestory wall assembly (without the notches) 

in place into the slots in the end walls/cold room wall 

panel and seat to the bottom of the slots. There should 

be two slots in the foundation floor, parallel and 

directly beneath the clerestory wall panel. 

 

 

Glue the clerestory wall assembly (with the notches) in 

place into the slots in the end walls/cold room wall panel 

and seat to the bottom of the slots. 
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Cut two pieces of 3/32” square strip stock to a length of 

2.8 to 2.9”. Insert the post through the square holes in 

the foundation floor and then glue up in place into the 

notches in the bottom of the clerestory wall panel and 

to the sides of part 71 below the foundation floor. 

 

 

Cut out the corresponding paper graphics and glue them 

to both sides of wall panel 72. Follow the guides on the 

graphics sheet to get a nice tight fit and wrap around the 

edge of the wall panel.  Glue the wall panel in place. 

Glue the cold room ceiling panel in place. 

 

 

Glue water tower support panel 74 in place. 

 

Glue the two crate stack cores 213 together. Cut out 

the crate stack graphics and glue to both sides of the 

cores. 

Run a black sharpie pen along the edge of the graphic to 

hide the white paper edge. 

 

 

Glue the two crate stack cores 214 together. Cut out the 

crate stack graphics and glue to both sides of the cores.   

72 

73 
74 

213 
213 214 

214 
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Glue the crate assemblies in place inside of the building 

in an appropriate location as shown. 

 

 

 

 

There needs to be a view block below the radiator vents 

which gives the roof vents some added depth. 

Glue 75 into slot on 76. Then glue 78 to the bottom 

edge of 75 and 76. Then glue 77 in place. 

Glue the view block assembly in place into the slots in 

the clerestory and inner wall panel. 

 

 

You may need to cut back some of the tab material to get 

it in place. The front edge of 76 and 77 should be flush 

with the top edge of the wall assembly. Make sure to 

paint the exposed area black before installing the roof 

panel. 

Glue roof support 79 in place. 

 

 

Glue the shorter roof support between the view block 

assembly. 

75 

79 
80 

78 

76 77 

flush 
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Glue the chimney support in place in the slot in the wall 

with the double door opening on it. 

 

 

Time to put in the roof supports on both sides of the 

building. 

 

Glue the roof supports 82 in to the slots in the outer 

side wall panel. Be sure that they are all parallel for a 

straight and true roof line. 

 

 

Be sure to seat the roof supports fully into the slots 

against the inner wall panel. You may need to clean out 

the slots of debris and glue. 

 

Glue the roof supports 83 in to the slots in the outer 

side wall panel. Be sure that they are all parallel for a 

straight and true roof line. 

 

 

Be sure to seat the roof supports fully into the slots 

against the inner wall panel. You may need to clean out 

the slots of debris and glue. 

82 

81 

82 
83 

83 

83 
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At this point you have a choice. You can apply the roofing material to the roof and then trim it to fit tightly and then glue 

the roof panels in place. Or you could choose to first glue the roof panels in place and then install the roofing material to 

the finished roof. If you apply the roofing material at this point, you will have to take into account how the roofing will 

match up with the clerestory walls, corner trim, roof peaks, and anything sticking out of the roof. 

 

Paint the rolled roofing sheet a dark grey color.  

The sheet is cut into strips that are 3 scale feet (0.42”) 

wide. Lightly sand the lower edges of the strip back to 

expose the black core, as you will see to the right, for an 

aged and dilapidated look. 

Then dry brush a light grey color over the seams of the 

roofing, working only from the upper to lower slope of 

the roof. This will highlight the tar joints and give an 

aged look to the roof. 

Glue the first row flush with the lower edge of the roof. 

 

 

Glue the next row of paper with a 0.04” overlap to the 

first row. Continue up the panel until the roof panel is 

completely covered. Then trim any excess roofing 

material for a snug fit against the clerestory wall. 

 

(Shed roof shown) 

Trim roofing material to the edge of the vent, chimney 

and water tower support openings. 

 

 

Paint the underside of the roof panels that will be visible 

above the rafters and back of the building. 

<note chimney location has been moved for the kit> 

Peak 
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If you are going to add interior lighting, now would be a good time to glue and wire 2 LED strips to the bottom of the roof 

panels 84 and 85. We suggest routing lighting wire into the cold room and down through the foundation so it best hides 

the wiring.   Follow the soldering instructions provided with the lighting kit. 

You will need to cut a notch in the cold room storage 

wall to route your wiring into the cold room and 

through the floor where it won’t be seen when looking 

inside the building. 

 

 

NOTE: This is a good point to glue any interior details 

that you want in place before gluing the roof panels. 
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Glue roof panels 84 and 85, making sure to nest the 

roof panel notches against the clerestory corner trim. 

 

 

Cut and glue a length of 2” x 8” strip stock to the 

bottom edge of the roof panels (four places). 

 

 

Measure, cut and glue some end supports from 2” x 8” 

strip stock and glue in place (four places). 

 

Glue clerestory rafters in place. Ensure that they are 

centered on the centerline of the roof line. 

 

 

To get a straight roof line, you can use a length of 1/16” 

strip stock or glue a thread between the end walls. 

84 85 

86 
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Cover roof panels 87 and 88 with tar paper as done on 

the main roof panels. Glue roof panels 87 and 88 in 

place, centered on the center roof rafter. 

 

 

Glue a cap strip of tar paper along the peak of the 

clerestory roof. 

Glue the end supports 89 in place, ensuring they are 

seated completely in the slots in the end wall panel. 

 

 

Glue end rafter to the ends of the supports and lower 

edge of the roof panels. 

 

Glue chimney in place, seating it on the support inside 

the clerestory.  

 

 

Glue the roller beam and doors to the end wall panel. 

You may want to build the ramp on page 41 first to 

insure alignment of the doors with the ramp height. 

87 88 

89

86 
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Glue the load leveler base 90 in place. Glue the inside 

edge so that it is flush with the foundation. The outside 

edge can be flush with the foundation or tilted down (as 

shown). 

 

 

Glue the ramp 91 in place flush against the edge of 90. 

If not installing the load levelers, glue the bumpers to 

the front face of the foundation wall, centered on the 

door opening. 

 

 

If installing the load levelers, cut the bumpers as shown. 

Then glue the bumpers to the front face of the 

foundation wall. 

Glue the roof hatch panels together, centered on each 

other. 

Use the handle template to bend a handle from the thin 

phospor bronze wire. 

 

 

Glue the roof hatch in place next to the water tower 

mounting holes. 

Cut some 2” x 4” strip stock to 0.3” long rungs and glue in 

place so that your little people will be able to safely 

access the water tower and the roof ladder 216 that is 

installed on page 57. 

90 

97 

96 

95 

92 

91 91 
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Use the lamp template sheet to bend up and cut the 

phosphor bronze wire to the goose neck shape shown. 

Glue the styrene lamp shade and bulb to the wire. Paint 

deep green or black. 

 

 

You many need to ream the .024” diameter hole that is 

above the door openings on both sides of the building 

(six on the train side, three on the truck side). Glue the 

lamps in place. 

 

The office shed is covered with corrugated metal siding. 

Alternately you could do a stucco finish by stippling a 

mix of acrylic paint and some artist pigments on wall 

panels 98, 100, and 102, after you install the window 

frames. 

 

Glue the office front wall interior basswood panel 99 to 

the inside face of exterior wall panel 98. 

Cut & glue the interior wall graphic to the inside face of 

99.  

Make sure not to obscure the notch in the top of 99 so 

that the chimney support 81 will fit later on. 

 

Glue the office side wall interior basswood panel 101 to 

the inside face of exterior wall panel 100. 

The tiny overhangs on part 101 and 103 will help you 

align the walls during assembly, so be sure to not cut 

them off.  

Cut and glue the interior wall graphic to the inside face 

of 101. 

If installing a lamp above the door, put a hole through 

the graphic because once the corrugated panels are 

applied the hole will be obscured. 

 

 
Glue the office side wall interior basswood panel 103 to 

the inside face of exterior wall panel 102. 

The tiny overhangs on part 101 and 103 will help you 

align the walls during assembly, so be sure to not cut 

them off. 

Cut and glue the interior wall graphic to the inside face of 

103. 

If installing a lamp above the door, put a hole through the 

graphic because once the corrugated panels are applied 

the hole will be obscured. 

103 

102 

101 

100 

98 

99 
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Glue window frames 104, 104, and 105 to the exterior  

of the wall panels. 

The frames should be centered around the opening. 

 

 

Sanding or trimming the outer edges of the window 

frames is required to get the foil to fit flat (as well for a 

smooth transition if doing a stucco finish). A little filler 

may be required to get a smooth transition from the 

frame to the wall panel surface. 

 

Tape the corrugator tool base to your work surface. 

Using the base as a template, cut the self-adhesive foil 

tape into panels that are the correct width (as wide as 

the corrugated area in the tool).  

 

 

 

 

Holding the end of the panel on the template, use the 

corrugator tab to drag the grooves down the length of 

the foil panel. You may need to do this several times with 

just enough pressure to emboss the foil. 

 

Stick a strip of double sided tape to a blank piece of 

paper. Then apply the corrugated strips to the tape so 

that you can apply weathering to the panels. I like to 

weather each panel separately so that you get a 

random look to your finished roof. First, start by 

painting or spraying a flat or dull coat finish to the foil 

strips, then rust them up as much or as little as you like. 

 

 

 

 

I like to base coat the panels with a mix of light grey and 

silver to cut the sheen and give the look of galvanized 

metal. Then some “MIG” rust wash. You apply it along 

the panel edges with a brush and it should creep up the 

panel ridges by itself. Then some pigments to age the 

panels as much or as little as you like. I do find it looks a 

bit more convincing if you end your powdering by 

dragging a clean, soft brush upwards, parallel with the 

corrugations. 

104 
105 
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View of rusted panels installed on finished wall. 

 

 

For the window areas, you need to fit the foil so that it 

overlaps 104 and 105 about 0.04” from the inside edge of 

the window openings.  

Peal the backing paper from the corrugated foil pieces 

and glue in place. 

Work your way across the wall panel, adding foil panels 

and keep a one to two corrugation overlap between 

panels. 

 

 

For the door openings, just panel over the door, then 

trim the foil flush with the opening edge using a fresh     

X-acto #11 blade. 

Continue paneling to complete the length of the wall.  

 

 

Overlap a second row by a small amount and complete 

an additional row of panels to completely cover the wall. 

Trim the excess flush with an X-acto blade. 
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When corrugating the front wall of the shed, leave corrugated material overhanging the sides by at least 1/16” to cover 

the ends of the side walls during assembly. Complete corrugating the front wall and other side wall by the same method 

described earlier. 

Once you have completed corrugating the walls, glue 

the window frames 106, 106, and 107 (3 windows) in 

place, centered around the opening and covering the 

edges of the corrugated panels. (Corrugated material 

not shown for clarity) 

 

 

 

Glue the lower window glazing G8, G8 and G9 in place 

form the inside. 

If you wish to brace the walls, note that you will have to 

use 1/16” bracing for the corner to not encroach on the 

corner window openings. 

Glue the office double door panels together and add 

the glazing panel G10 to the back side of the doors.  Use 

the door handle template to make handles from the 

thin phosphor bronze wire. 

 

 

Glue the two office man doors together and add the 

glazing panel G11 to the back side of the doors.  Use the 

door handle template to make handles from the thin 

phosphor bronze wire. 

108 

112 
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Glue door frame top in place, flush with the outside 

face of the end wall panel. Glue the frame sides in 

place. 

 

 

Glue door frame tops in place, flush with the outside face 

of the end wall panel. Glue the frame sides in place. 

 

Glue the double doors and man door in place in the 

office wall, flush with the inside edge of the door frame. 

 

 

Geoff’s Tip: You might find it useful to put some 

small pieces of scrap stripwood across the back of the 

double doors to keep them in alignment when placing 

them flush with the inside of the door frame. 

 

Glue the man door in place in the office wall, flush with 

the inside edge of the door frame. 

 

 

115 

114 

115 115 

114 
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117 117 
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Glue window mullions to the glazing panel. Then glue 

the window to the inside edge of window frames 106 

and 107.  

 

 

You can have the windows in the open position by gluing 

the top edge of the window to the top inside face of the 

window frame. 

If tilting the windows outward, you may want to wait 

until you assembly the walls onto the foundation.  

 

Paint the 119 foundation a concrete color including the 

edges as they will be seen under the corrugated walls. 

Glue the office side wall to the top edge of the office 

foundation 119. Glue the front wall to the foundation 

and front edge of the side wall. 

 

 

Glue the remaining side wall to the foundation and front 

wall. Press excess corrugate foil on the front wall panel to 

the edges of the side wall and trim away the excess. 

Glue roof beam 120 in place into the notches in the side 

walls. 

 

 

Glue chimney stop 81 in place in notch in front inner wall 

panel. 

118 118 

G12 

G12 

120 

81 

119 
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For roofing, attach corrugated panels in a row starting 

along the bottom edge and work your way across the 

roof. Then install a second row overlapping the first and 

trim away any excess. 

 

 

Glue the roof panel to the top edge of the wall panels so 

that is centered on the front panel and flush with the 

back edge of roof beam 120. 

Glue 2”x 8” strip stock to the bottom edge of the roof 

panel 122. 

 

 

Glue chimney into the hole in the roof, seating it against 

the chimney stop.  Fabricate and install goose neck lamps 

above the double door and the man door on the opposite 

wall panel. 

 

Paint the gas meter housing 

light grey/gunmetal for the 

meter. Use a glob of clear 

epoxy, gloss Mod Podge, or 

gloss gel to form the clear 

globe over the meter face.  

Several coats produce a 

very effective looking 

transparent meter globe. 

 

Glue the power meters and utility box to the office wall. 

 

 

Cut two lengths of the thick phosphor wire to 0.6” and 

glue the meter head and conduits in place. NOTE: These 

could be installed anywhere on the building that you see 

fit. 

122 
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If desired to install bracing on the inside face of the wall 

panels for the shed, glue a section of 1/8” square strip 

stock.   

Be sure to not get any glue into the upper holes for the 

awning supports. 

 

 

Bracing shown above. 

 

Glue some scale 6”x6” square stock to the ends of the 

wall panels, flush with the inside face of the wall panel. 

 

 

Trim off the excess, following the roof line angle and 

flush with the bottom of the wall section. 

Glue the shed door panels together.  Use the door 

handle bending jig to make handles from the thin 

phosphor bronze wire. 

 

 

Use some 2”x4” strip stock to frame in the door opening. 

The strip stock should be flush with the outside face of 

the wall panel. 

Then glue the door in from the inside so it sits against the 

ege of the 2”x4” jambs. 

126 
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Glue counter 128 in place in the front wall. 

 

 

Remove any batten material where the window frame 

fits around the window opening. The batten material will 

keep the frame from seating flush against the panel. Glue 

the window frame in place, centered around the opening 

and against the counter 128. 

Glue window frame 130 and then glazing panel G13 into 

the window opening from the inside of the front wall 

panel. Then glue 131 and G13 in place. 

 

 

Cut out and glue the black and white schedule graphic 

behind frame 132. Glue 133 to the bottom of 132 and 

then glue it to the wall. 

Remove any batten material where the window frame 

fits around the window opening in the side wall of the 

shed. Glue the window frame in place, centered around 

the opening. 

 

 

Glue window frame 130 and then glazing panel G13 into 

the window opening from the inside of the front wall 

panel. Then glue 131 and G13 in place. 

128 
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G13 
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Glue the shed side wall panel to the edge of foundation 

134. Then glue the shed front panel to the foundation 

and the edge of the side panel. 

 

 

Then glue the other side wall in place. 

Glue shed back wall 135 in place and then glue panel 

135a to the edge of 135. 

 

 

Cut two lengths of the 1/16” square strip stock to the 

same height as 135a. Glue the posts to the wall panel 

using shelf 136 as a guide for the position of the posts. 

Glue the two 136 shelves in place at 1/3 and 2/3 up the 

wall.  

 

 

Note the position of the shed roof panel. Equal spacing all 

around. 

135a 

136 

136 

134 

135 
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Apply tar paper treatment to the roof panel 137 as 

shown previously. Alternately, you could apply a 

corrugated roofing as per the technique shown earlier. 

 

 

For the rafters, cut eleven lengths of the 2” x 8” strip 

stock to a length just short of the width of the roof panel 

as shown. Glue ten of the rafters In place, allowing for a 

front beam to be added that will run the length of the 

roof. 

Glue the remaining rafter in place. 

 

 

Cut and glue the 2” x 8” roof beams. 

 

Using the shed door template, cut 2”x 4” strip stock to 

form the door shape above and glue it over the mesh 

material (paint the mesh prior to gluing). 

 

 

Glue mesh material to the cage frames 138 and 139 so 

that the mesh will be on the inside of the cage. 

As a note, most security screens are attached to the 

outside of the frame. Personally I think it’s easier and 

the screen looks better and more finished if attached to 

the inside of the cage frame. 

137 

138 

139 
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Cut two 1/16” square stock posts to a length of 1.37”. 

They will be glued to the back side of the roof beam, 

positioned as shown above. 

 

 

Glue panel 138 in place against the front corner of the 

shed. Then glue one of the beams next to it. 

Glue the corner post and panel 139 in place. 

 

 

Glue the door panel in place. 

Cut a strip of mesh 1” wide for the shed side fencing. 

 

 

Glue the mesh to the INSIDE edge of panel 140 (not 

shown). Glue the panel to the shed assembly to complete 

the cage. 

140 

 

140 
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Cut and glue lengths of 2”x 8” strip stock to the shed 

frame as per the template sheet. 

 

 

Use the template sheet to build up a fence panel from 

2”x 8” and 2”x 4” strip stock. 

Glue the awning supports 141 in place. 

 

 

Glue the awning in place, centered on the supports. 

Cladding this in corrugated foil would be a nice detail. 

Use the lamp template to bend up the goose neck lamp 

and glue a shade to it. Glue the lamp into place in the 

hole in panel 123. Glue the stove pipe into the roof as 

shown. 

 

 

Position the shed in a logical location in corrolation to the 

main building. 

141 

142 
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Glue ramp side 144 to base 143. Glue ramp back 144a. 

 

 

Glue other side panel 144 in place. 

Glue ramp deck 145 in place. 

 

 

Cut 1” lengths of 1/16” square stock and glue to the sides 

of the ramp. Take care to make sure to alternate the joint 

positions as shown. 

Geoff’s Tip: Don’t glue them on top of each other.  Glue the beams to the side of the ramp frame, not on top of each 

other.  This prevents the glue from oozing out between levels and obscuring the wonderful profile of the stacked 

timbers.  Also, use a #11 blade before the glue dries and make sure that the boards do not compress against each 

other.  This will allow the Hunterline Creosote stain I used to wick into the borders between boards.

 

 

Trim away the excess square stock. 

 

Paint two lengths of 4”x8” strip wood with safety yellow 

using Vallejo Model Color #70.953 Flat Yellow. 

Glue the guide rails flush with the outside edge of the 

1/16” square stock sides. The guide rails should end shy 

of the back edge of the ramp by the thickness of the 

double doors above the ramp. 

 

 

A very satisfying loading ramp to get easy access to the 

building floor. 

143 

144 144 144a 

145 
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Glue the two water tower platform beams over top of 

each other. Make sure there is glue under each 

intersection of the top layer to the bottom layer. 

Now would be a good time to re-fresh your #11 blade 

to allow for light pressure when removing the carriers. 

Cut the nibs holding on the carrier ends to the panel 

and remove the carrier ends from the platform 

assembly. 

 

 

Glue the water tower interior frame 148 to base 147. 

Glue frames 149 into the slots in 148 and base 147. 

Glue 150a to both sides of 149 and flush with the outer 

edge of 149. 

 

 

Glue 147 to the top of the assembly. Then sand the edges 

of 150a to match the radius of 147. 

146 
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Wet the water tower staves sheet 150 on both sides 

and let soak in for a minute or two. Then wrap the 

softened sheet around the frame as shown. Hold in 

place with masking tape or elastic bands and let dry. 

 

 

Glue 150 to the frame and hold with tape until dry. If you 

have a small gap after the wrap, glue the staves sheet to 

the frame with the sheet meeting directly over the brace 

(Parts #150a) and then inserting a scale 2” x 4” to fill the 

gap.   

The orientation of the ladder supports for the water 

tower are critical to align the ladder correctly. 

Make sure to not obscure the supports with the bands 

in the next steps. 

 

 

Cut and glue four short ladder supports into the slots in 

the water tank cut from 2x8 material. They should be just 

long enough to clear the edge of the water tower base. 

Paint some thread a steel or rust color and glue around 

the tower in a ring at the dimensions shown above. 

 

 

 

150 
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Glue rafter panel 152 to roof base 151. 

 

 

Glue rafters 153 in place. 

Glue the remaining rafters in place. 

 

 

Glue the doublers 154 to both sides of 152. 

Cut out and form the paper roof cone to fit over the 

rafters and glue the tab under the opposite edge to 

make the cone shape. 

You may need to sand the edges of the rafters to get 

the outer cone edge to seat against the roof base 151. 

 

 

Glue the roof assembly to the tower cylinder. Paint the 

roof as a galvanized metal color. 

NOTE: Align the roof hatch with the notches in the tank 

staves. A ladder will be installed here in the upcoming 

steps. 
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Glue the roof hatch parts together. 

 

 

Glue the roof hatch in place. Glue a wire handle in place 

using the handle template for size and shape (not shown) 

Use the water tower base template to cut four pieces of 

3/32” square stock to length. 

 

 

Glue the tower posts into the openings in the roof panel 

and insert so they are flush with the tank support and 

level on top. 

Use the water tank templates to cut the 2” x 8” strip 

stock to make front cross braces and glue in place. 

 

 

Cut the side cross braces to length using the water tank 

templates and glue in place. 

158 
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Cut two main beams from 3/32” square stock to length 

using the water tank template and glue to the top of 

the posts. 

 

 

Glue the water tower platform centered over the main 

beams. 

Glue the water tank to the base. Make sure that the 

four slots in the tank align with the front of the base so 

that the ladder can be attached. 

 

Glue ladder 159 in place.  

Make sure the end with the missing rung is at the top as 

shown. This will allow your little people to access the 

tank hatch safely and easily. 

159 
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Two versions of the water tower installed on the building. 

Note: you can use very thin strips of paper to make the 

bands for the tower instead of using thread or wire. Both 

cable and metal strapping were used on water towers 

such as these. 

Glue the ductwork together.  

Fill and sand the faces so the seam between the two 

halves disappears. 

 

 

Test fit the duct supports before final installation. Clean 

out any accumulated paint or glue so the supports slide 

into the grooves.  

Glue duct support brackets 164 into the grooves in the 

duct halves. Be sure to note correct orientation for left or 

right side installation. Glue the duct flanges 165 into the 

slots in the duct halves. 

160 
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162 163 
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Paint the duct face behind the vent grate black. Glue 

vent grate 166 to the ductwork with the rungs running 

as shown. 

 

 
Glue the duct sections together as appropriate so that 

they fit where you want the duct to sit on the building 

wall. Glue to the building wall. Make sure to not interfere 

with the annex office  

Glue the vent frame 167 to the mesh fabric. Then trim 

the mesh flush with the outside edge of the frame. 

 

 

Glue the vent side doublers over the inside face of the 

side panels. 

Glue up the vent assemblies. 

 

 

Roll 173 around a dowel or pen to form it to the radius of 

the vent. Glue the vent roof in place to the edges of the 

vent sides. 
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Glue fan spacer 216 in place on the fan support 

member in the roof panel as shown. Glue fan blade 217 

over the spacer. Than glue the additional spacer over 

the fan blade.  

 

 
Glue the vents in place over the openings in the roof 

panel, above the cooling radiator. 

 

Note you may need to trim your roofing material so the 

vents sit down flush to the roof.  

(fan and supports not shown) 

 

Cut out the paper sign graphic and glue it to the front of 

175. Then glue the frame 174 over the graphic. 

 

Glue sign supports 176 in place to the back of 175 (five 

places). Note the top of frame is flush to the top of sign. 

 

Cut two 2”x 4” strip stock lengths and glue in place. 

Glue sign to the front and back of the building as shown 

in the photos. 
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The main sign has individual letters that need to be 

glued in an exacting position on the sign frame 178. 

 

 

 

Paint the individual letters an appropriate color. We 

chose a green, white and red pattern to mimic an Italian 

heritage. Don’t forget to paint the backside of each letter 

a neutral color to represent an unpainted finish. For this 

we chose a neutral grey color. 

 

Remove the letters from the carrier 177 and place the 

carrier sheet over top of sign frame 178. Align the 

cutouts in the bottom of the carrier sheet with the 

frame.  Tape this in place on your workspace to keep 

things from moving around. 

 

Glue each letter back into the corresponding carrier 

opening, making sure to only get glue on the exposed 

frame section visible in the letter opening. 

Glue main sign supports 179 to the sign frame 178 

(seven places). 

 

 

Glue a length of 2”x 4” strip stock to the sign supports. 

Note the strip stock is glued to the inside corners of the 

frames. 
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Cut and glue lengths of 2”x 4” strip stock to form cross 

supports to the back of the sign. 

 

 

Glue the sign to the top of the clerestory roof panel. The 

sign should face the main viewing direction for your 

layout/display. 

Set the stair risers 181 into the stair jig 180.  

 

 

Glue center stair treads to the risers. Glue the bottom 

riser 183 in place. 

Glue the top riser 184 in place, flush with the top edge 

of the stair risers. 

 

 

Use the stair template to bend and cut railings for the 

stair case from Phosphor Bronze wire and glue in place. 

 

Glue the stair risers 186 to the edges of base 185. 

 

 

Glue end panel 187 into the slots on the stair risers. 
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Glue stair deck on to the top of the risers so it is flush 

with the end panel and one side of the risers. 

 

 

Glue center stair treads 189 in place. Glue the bottom 

tread 190 in place, then 190a. NOTE: the treads are flush 

with one side of the riser as shown.  

Use the stair template to bend and cut railings for the 

stair case from Phosphor Bronze wire and glue in place. 

 

 

Glue these stairs in place on the end of the building 

where the man door exits the cold storage area.  

Note that the stairs are designed to go inside of the 

office annex onto the floor. 

Glue riser 192 and end beam 193 to the bottom of base 

191. Note the flush edge. 

 

 

Glue base doubler 194 in place, tight against the inside 

edges of 192 and 193. Note the position of the notches. 

188 

189 

190 

192 
191 

193 

Flush 

With Riser. 

194 

190a 
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Glue stair runner 192 in place against doubler 194. 

 

 

Glue center stair treads 195 in place. Glue the bottom 

tread 196 in place. Glue top tread 197 in place. NOTE: the 

treads are flush with one side of the riser as shown. 

Cut two lengths of 1/16” square strip stock to a length 

of 0.59”, in accordance with the stair template. 

 

 

Use the stair template to bend and cut railings for the 

stair case from Phosphor Bronze wire and glue in place. 

Glue stair assembly in place as shown. 

 

 

Glued stair assembly in place as shown. 

192 195 

196 

197 Flush With 

Riser. 
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Glue hand truck frame 199 into the notch inside frames 

198 and 200, flush with the outer edges of the side 

frames.  

 

 

Glue blade to the hand truck frame. 

Glue the hand truck wheels in place. 

 

 

Glue crate ends 204 to base 203. 

Glue crate sides 205 to base and ends. 

 

Glue the second size of  crate ends 207 to base 206. Glue 

sides 208 to base and ends. 

198 

201 

202 
203 

204 

200 

199 

204 

205 

205 

208 

208 

206 

207 

207 
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Separate the crate slats so that one carrier remains 

attached for assembly. The other carrier becomes the 

crate end 210.  

 

Glue citrus crate ends 210 to base 209.  

Glue the crate slats to both sides of the crate as shown. 

Remove the carrier with some nippers.  

 

 

 

On some of the crates, glue top 212 onto the top of the 

crate as shown. Remove end carriers. 

After the glue has set, lightly sand the ends of the crate 

to remove the laser nubs on the ends of the slats.  

 

 

Cut out and glue a crate graphic to the ends of the crates. 

Glue crate sides 211 to the base with tabs attached. 

Remove the tabs after glue dries.  

211 

212 

209 
210 

210 
210 

211 
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Give your crates a light wash of Hunterline Driftwood 

Stain and glue some crate graphics to the side of the 

crates as shown. 

 

 

You can add some produce to the crates by using “Micro 

Beads” that come in various colors (or can be painted) 

and using a foliage product like “Super Leaf – Scale 

Leaves” by Scenic Express. 

Glue ladders 215 to each end of the train side loading 

dock as shown. 

 

 

 

 

Glue ladder 216 to the clerestory roof as shown so your 

little people can access the top of the building safely. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for building this challenging and rewarding kit. We hope you enjoyed it as much as we enjoyed developing and 

bringing this one to you. See you next time and “Keep on Model’n!” 

216 

215 
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Add your own clutter and light 

to the shed to bring it to life. 
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