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Seabiscuits Boatworks in HO Scale 

Seabiscuits Boatworks represents a typical water-side marine company that has been producing and servicing small 

watercraft for many years. From small rowboats to the Seabiscuit 24 Runabout cabin cruiser. Initially the boat ramp was 

used to launch and retrieve boats into the side work bay. Eventually through expansion and necessity, a deck hoist was 

added to the dock deck for more capability. The floating dock serves as a loading station for the local water taxi. 

 

This kit is representative of typical waterfront / wharf structures that could house a fish market, terminal or, as shown, a 

small boat manufacturing and repair shop. 

 

The main space in the structure is the workshop with accordion doors which open to the deck and down to the floating 

dock. The large deck is supported by posts and braced for stability in the waves. The side dock has two large doors that 

open down the steel ramp into the water. In the corner is the office which has a door to the shop and is the front 

entrance. To the side is the storage shed which was added as the company grew. It is a post and beam lean to with 

corrugated metal roofing and chain-link security cage to keep stores from wandering off. 

 

The structure kit is primarily made from basswood sheet, resin impregnated board (RIB) and basswood stock. Inside wall 

studs are simulated by laser cut paneling which is glued to the basswood sheet helping stability of the walls and 

minimizing the need for heavy bracing. Many techniques are used in this kit to provide for maximum learning and 

enjoyment. These include making your own foil corrugated roofing with the supplied tooling; making standing seam 

roofing; making scale cabinetry; and boat building. In the optional detail kit, we have included enough details so that you 

will be WOW’d when you see what you have completed, right down to the dials on the included gas and power meter. 

Also included in this detail kit is a basic interior lighting kit with 12VDC LED strip lights that brings everything inside to 

life. 

 

 

Overall footprint size: 11" length X 9" wide X 5.4" tall  

 

Main kit Features:  Optional detail kit features:  

• Laser cut board and batten walls • 1911 Ford Model T Closed Cab Truck 

• Laser cut rafters, stringers, cross bracing, etc. • Wall work benches (2) 

• Laser engraved basswood wharf deck • Tichy loading crane kit and cable (1 sprue) 

• Laser cut windows, doors and glazing • Office desk and chair 

• Standing seam roofing • Bookshelves (2) 

• Tooling for making corrugated roofing • 3D printed cans and clutter 

• Birch pilings, basswood scale strip stock • Tichy sledgehammers/crowbars/brooms 

• Floating dock and ramp • Work benches (4) 

• Seabiscuit 24 cruiser boats (2)  • Shop cabinets (2) 

• 3D printed door knobs and plates • 3D printed pot belly stove 

• 3D printed gas and power meters • File cabinets (3) 

• Seabiscuit building and roofing components • Regulator clock kits (3) 

• Lean-to storage shed with security cage • 12 foot skiff castings with ores, seats and floor (2) 

• Front, back and side deck pilings/bracing  • 3D printed Evinrude 30hp outboard motors (2) 

• Overhead boat hoist • 3D printed outboard fuel tanks (2) 

• Laser cut ladders and railings • Pallets 

• Shop cats! • Tichy barrels & lids 

 • Ladder stands  

 • Oxi-acetylene welding carts (2)  
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What’s in the main kit: What’s in the optional detail kit: 

11 sheets laser cut basswood  4 pieces laser cut basswood  

12 sheets laser cut resin impregnated board 12 sheets laser cut resin impregnated board 

3 sheets laser cut birch veneer 5 sheets laser cut birch veneer 

2 chipboard templates 1 sheet laser cut paper  

3 sheet laser cut glazing 1 sheet laser cut glazing 

Basswood strip stock 1 dowel 1/12”diameter 

- Scale 1 x 3   basswood   BLACK 1 sheet tissue paper 

- Scale 2 x 4   basswood   GREEN Box of castings 

- Scale 2 x 6   basswood   RED - 3D printed pot belly stove 

- Scale 4 x 8   basswood   BLUE - 3D printed cans and clutter 

- 1/16"sq       basswood   YELLOW - 3D printed outboard motors (2) 

- 1/8"sq         basswood  BROWN - 3D printed gas cans (2) 

1/8"  birch dowels - 3D printed 1911 Ford model T parts 

015”x040” styrene strip - 1 piece phosphor bronze wire 

030” round styrene rod - Row boat resin casting (2) 

.156” styrene channel  - Gas bottle large (2) and small (2) 

.125” styrene I-beam - Barrels and lids (6) 

.008” phosphor bronze wire - Signs (4) 

Plastic corrugator tool  - Sledgehammer, brooms, crowbars (2 ea.) 

Self-adhesive aluminum foil tape Jib crane kit and string 

Stovepipe LED light strips and lead wires 

Tulle fabric   

Small box of castings  

- 3D printed door knobs  

- 3d printed gas meter  

- 3D printed power meter and globe  

- 3D printed shop cats  

Suggested Tools and Supplies: 

• X-Acto type knife with fresh blades (#11 style is recommended) 

• Tweezers 

• Fine sandpaper (220+ Grit) and/or nail file 

• Masking tape or clear adhesive tape 

• Double sided foam tape (for holding small parts while painting) 

• Probond, Elmers white glue or Scotch Quick-Dry Adhesive  

• Alcohol-India Ink stain (AI) for aging wood (Hunterline or similar) 

• CA glue for immediate bond of small, hard to place parts 

• Acrylic or enamel paint 

We hope you enjoy building this kit as much as we did providing it to you. If you have any questions, please contact us at 

sales@inter-action.ca. 

The following instructions and photos will provide the basics for assembling this detailed kit. We have tried to make the 

steps as straight forward as possible, but please note that you might want to change the order of assembly to suite your 

own technique and modifications that you might make along the way. As usual it is best to familiarize yourself with all 

the parts and instructions before you start on this craftsman kit. 
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Start by cleaning out any contaminates and remaining 

dust that may be in the cracks of the engraved details in 

sign, walls etc. Use a stiff bristle brush and gently dust 

the nooks and crannies. Don’t be too aggressive as the 

material is brittle and fine detail may be broken or 

removed. Avoid touching very fine details like window 

muttons etc. 

 

a 

  
I like to paint the parts while still in the carrier. Some 

parts may need to be painted on the backside as well. 

Some touch up will be required after assembly, but this 

is a good start. 

 
Make sure you consider which side is out or in so you 

can color the inside and outside or left/right where 

required. 

b 

 

Also for a wood type effect on the cupboards, tables etc, 

consider using a transparent paint and applying in a 

streaking effect. I used acrylic paint mixed with some 

Mod Podge to get this affect above.  

 

 
Painting the 3D parts are easier while still on the 

supports. I stick the parts and carrier on some double 

sided tape and to a popsicle stick or wood scrap. 

c 

 
3D printed parts removal with an x-acto blade.  

GO SLOW, ONE PIN AT A TIME!  

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. Generic photo, actual parts differ. 

Generic photo, actual parts differ. 
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Paint and age the wall panels with Alcohol-India Ink (AI) 

and your preferred color. Glue panel 1 to 1b as shown. 

 

Glue interior studding 2 to the inside of wall after 

painting the wall to the color of your choosing. I left 

mine with just an AI ink. The studding should be flush to 

the sides and bottom of wall. 
 

 

Glue beam 3 to the wall flush to the top of the studding 

panel. Then glue trusses 4, 5, 6 to the top of the beam 

and flush to the notches in the wall panel. Note that the 

trusses are different lengths and need to be put into the 

corresponding position. 

 

Paint some 1/16”square stock white and glue in place in 

the vertical slots in the wall and the right side of the 

wall. 

       

 

Trim the white square stock at the same angle as the 

roof pitch (three places). 

 

Remove the battens on the siding around the door 

opening so that the door frame fits flush to the siding. 

 

Glue the door frame 7 (painted white) to the outside 

and inside of the door opening. 

 

 

 
 

7 
7 

2 1 

3 

4 5 6 

1b 
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Prepare wall 8 by trimming the battens around the 

window openings. Place window frame 9 on the wall, 

centering the frame over the opening and have the 

inside bottom flush with the window opening. Mark the 

edges of the battens to be removed with an x-acto and 

trim away the battens under the frame area. 

 

This will allow the window sills to sit flush with the 

bottom of the window opening as well. 

 

Center the window frame 11 on the window opening of 

office wall 10. There is no sill for this window. 

 

Glue window frame 11 and door frame 7 in place. 

 

 

You can see the area inside the window opening where 

the mullions and glazing will sit. 

 

Cut and paint (white) a piece of 1/16” square stock and 

glue it to both sides of wall 8. Then glue office wall 10 to 

the left hand side of wall 8 so that the bottom of the 

walls are flush. 

 

 

 
 

8 

11 
7 

9 

Flush  

10 

11 7 
9 9 9 9 

1/16” square 

stock 
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Glue the studding panel 12 to the inside of the wall 

assembly as shown. Glue glazing G1 to the back side of 

the window mullions 13 (eight places). Then glue 

mullions to the inside of the window frames flush to the 

top (four places). Glue interior door frame 7 to the 

office wall. 

Glue glazing G1 to the back of mullion 14 and glue in 

place to the office wall. 

 

 

 
Glue window sills 15 to the bottom of the window 

openings so they overhang the outside of the wall. 

Glue lower window mullions 13 with glazing in place. 

This allows you to have the windows open or closed. 

Glue window frame 11 in place centered over the 

opening. 

 

Glue and clamp wall stiffener 16 on edge as shown. It 

should be placed just above the top sign hole and 

parallel to the top of the wall. 

 

 

Finished wall assembly. 

 

Window frames 18 are centered over the openings in 

wall 17 and battens marked for trimming. Trim battens 

and glue window frames to wall. 

 

 

Glue wall stiffener 19 to back of wall 17 parallel to the 

top of the wall. Place stiffener so that it covers the 

bottom half of the six slots in the wall. 

 

Chamfer back top of wall to allow roofing to fit flush 

with top of wall. 

18 

19 

17 

G1 

14 
11 

16 

12 
13 13 

7 

G2 

15 

Paper rectangles 

for light switches 

Chamfer 
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Glue 1/16” square stock to the right hand side of the 

wall as shown above. Glue main door frame 22 to wall. 

 

 

Glue glazing G3 to the back side of window mullion 20 

and glue in place. 

 

Window frames 24 are centered over the openings in 

wall 23 & 24 and battens are marked for trimming. 

 

 

Trim battens and glue window frames to wall. 

 

Glue 1/16” square stock to the back of the wall panels 

as shown. The stock should stop short 1/16” from either 

end of the wall panel as shown. 

 

 

Chamfer the back of the wall panel top to allow the 

roofing to fit flush to the top of the wall. 

 

25 

23 

24 

1/16”square 

22 

G3 

20 

1/16” square stock 
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Chamfer should come to a sharp edge. You can see to 

the right how the rafters will fit flush showing the angle 

of the roof. 

 

 

 
 

  
Glue glazing G1 to the back of window mullion 13 and 

glue into openings in wall panels (ten places). 

 

 

Glue wall section 28 to 29 as shown above. Walls are 

flush at top. Center window frames 30 over opening on 

wall 29 (not shown). Mark battens and trim. Glue 

window frames 30 in place. 

 

 

 
Center window frame 11 over opening in wall 29 and 

mark battens. Trim and glue window frame 11 in place. 

 

 

 

Glue wall framing 31 to wall as shown, flush with the 

bottom of the rafter slots. Glue beam 31a over top of 

31, then glue support 31b (2) over 31 as shown. 

Glue painted 1/16” Square stock to the ends of the wall. 

 

Glue G2 to the back of mullion 14 and glue in place on 

office wall. Glue G1 to the back of mullion 13 and glue in 

place on wall (two places) Note the blueprints hanging 

on the office wall before assembly. 

30 30 

11 

13 
G1 

 

28 

29 

31 

31a 

31b 

G2 
G1 14 13 

1/16”square stock 
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Glue wall 34 to 35 and beam 36 to the back of the wall 

so that the bottom of all three parts are flush and 

parallel to the bottom edge. 

 

 

 
Glue trusses 4, 5 and 6 to the wall assembly as shown 

above. Note that the trusses are slightly different sizes 

and only fit one way. Glue painted 1/16” Square stock to 

the wall in the same way as you did the opposite wall.  

 

Lay door frame 38 over 37 and mark the battens for 

removal. Trim battens and glue 38 in place.  

Glue door trim 39 and 40 over door panels 41 and 42. 

 

 

Glue interior door bracing 43 and 44 to the backside of 

the doors. 

 

 
Glue wall 37 to the front bay wall so that the peak of 37 

is exactly 1.00” below the peak of the front bay wall as 

shown above. 

 

 

4 

44 

36 

38 37 

39 
43 

34 
35 

5 6 

40 

41 42 

1.00” 

1/16”square stock 



HO-15002: Seabiscuits Boatworks Kit Assembly Instructions 

Inter-Action Hobbies 

Page 10 

Rev 2020-1 

 

 
If you are going to have the bay doors open, then skip 

this step. The doors mounted in the open position will 

be detailed later on. 

 

 

 
If you want to have the bay doors closed, then simply 

glue 46 over 45 and then glue glazing G5 to the back of 

each door section. Then glue door assembly to the front 

wall as shown, slightly recessed from the wall front. 

Paint the laser engraved stone floor panel and walls a 

dark grey color. Then randomly paint the stones with 

different shades of grey. Dry brush lighter shades over 

the stonework to bring out the details. 

 

 

If you don’t have the optional detail kit, then skip the next section regarding the bookshelves, filing cabinets 

and office desk and chair.   

 Paint the bookshelf parts as shown above. Then 

assemble as per instructions to the right. 

 

 

46 

45 

G5 

49 47 

48 
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Glue two of cabinet base 50 together as shown. Then 

glue the cabinet face 50a to the basswood block. 

 

 

Use model filler to smooth any gaps in the tops and side 

of the cabinet. Then sand smooth. 

 

Paint cabinets a muted yellow, green or grey color. 

Highlight the drawer pull with silver and white. 

 

 

Assemble desk parts as shown above and below. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

50 

50a 
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Paint walls 47 and 51. Scribe panel lines in the wall 

panels 47 and 51 as shown to add more texture to the 

walls (if desired). Glue some 1/16” square stock bracing 

to the bottom of 17. 

 

Glue the file cabinets and bookshelves in the office as 

you would like them arranged. Glue so that the bottom 

of the cabinets will be flush with the floor when installed 

in the building. Add any other wall decoration you see fit 

from the supplied graphics sheet. 

Glue deck components 52, 53 and 54 together as shown 

to the right. Be careful to not get glue on the deck 

boards or they will be difficult to stain properly later on. 

Alternately you could stain just the areas along the glue 

edges prior to gluing up the assembly. 

 

The idea is to not warp the deck panels before the joists 

and beams are glued in place. 

 

 
With the deck board assembly upside down, use the 

supplied template to mark the location for gluing the 

joists down. 

 

 

 
Glue the deck joists 53 and 54 to the bottom of the deck 

board assembly as shown above using the guide lines 

you marked as a location guide. 

 

1/16” square 

bracing 

7 
47 

51 

52 53 
54 

53 

54 

J1 
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Cut, stain and glue 1/8” square beams to the bottom of 

the joists. They should be equally spaced as shown 

above. Weigh the entire assembly down to allow the 

assembly to dry flat and true. 

 

 

 
Optional: Engrave random board ends into the top of 

the deck assembly as shown to simulate individual board 

lengths. Also slightly shearing the surface away of some 

of the deck board simulates uneven deck boards. 

Stain the deck with an Alcohol India Ink solution and age to your favorite process. Note the individual deck board ends 

which add visual interest to the large deck surface.  

 

*
*
*
*
*
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Glue the boat dolly as shown above. Note that there is a 

frame with a thin and thick center portion. 

 

 

Glue side frames 59 as shown. 

 

Glue wheels and doublers to the boat dolly chassis. 

 

 

 
Completed boat dolly. Build it now so you can fit check 

the rails in the next step. 

 

Use 2 pieces of scale 2x4 stock (6” long) painted a 

steel/rust color for the rails. Glue the rails on edge so 

that the right rail is 1.28” from the right edge of the 

deck and at 13/16” (0.81”) between the rails.  

<See the Wharf Curb Template for more detail> 

 

 

It is easier to install the rails now than after the building 

is complete (ask me how I know!!). The boat dolly 

should sit nicely on top and in between of the rails as 

shown. 

 

56 

Inside to Inside  

59 

60 

Thickest 

Thinnest 
Mid 

57 

58 

55 

59 

61 

1.28” 
0.81” 
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Glue the front and side walls to the deck assembly, 

aligning the tabs on the walls with the corresponding 

slots in the deck assembly. You may need to trim the 

bracing slightly to fit the corners properly. 

 

 

 

Glue the bay door wall to the deck assembly. You may 

need to trim the bracing slightly to fit the corners. Glue 

the interior office walls in place as shown. 
 

 

Glue outside wall so that top corners of the adjoining 

walls line up. 

 

Glue retaining wall 48 in place so that it is flush with the 

top of the deck boards. 
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As required, trim the sides and end of floor 49 so that it 

fits tightly between the four walls of the boat bay.  

 

The floor should be flush with the walls all the way 

around when viewed from the bottom. 

 

Glue the upper accordion wall assembly in place as 

shown. 

 

 

Glue the two skylight walls in place as shown. They 

should fit flush with the front edge of the accordion 

wall. 

 

 
 

 

Install post 63 (three places) that support the accordion 

wall as shown. Then glue diagonal supports 62 in place 

(four places).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

62 
63 

63 

63 

62 62 

63 
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If you don’t have the optional detail kit, then skip the next section regarding the shop bench, work table, 

shop cabinets, regulator clock and oxy-acetylene welding carts. 

It’s time to detail the interior. 

 

Stain the birch components lightly with AI. Using too 

much may warp the wood. Pressing it under some flat 

weights helps this while the AI dries. 

 
Glue 64 to end frames 65 so that they are flush to the 

front of the toe kick. Glue 66 to the top of 64 and then 

glue 67 into the tab of 66. 

 

Glue 68 to the end frames 65 as shown. Glue top 69 in 

place. Glue 70 to the uprights of end frame 65. Glue 

dividers 71 in place. 

Glue 72 in place. Then glue the dividers 73 in place with 

the notches facing forward. 

 

 

Fill your bench with scraps of wood, metal or wire coiled 

up for visual interest. 

64 

65 

64 

66 

72 

65 

73 

70 

69 

66 

67 

68 

71 

65 

67 

70 

68 

71 

69 

72 

73 
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Glue the work table 

runners 75 to the 

bottom of the 

tabletop 74. Glue 

the end frames 76 

to the bottom of 

the table top as 

shown.  

 

 

Glue two leg boards 77 together at a 90 degree angle to 

form a table leg. Then glue each leg assembly to the 

table as shown. 

 

Gently remove the 3D printed details from their carrier sheet and apply them to a stick covered with some double sided 

tape. The foam kind works best. Prime and paint the fluid cans and cartons as you see fit. 

 

Assemble the shop cabinets using following the steps. 

 

 

Don’t forget the tiny drawer pulls 85 for the drawer 

fronts. 

 

75 

74 

 

82 

76 

77 

79 

80 

78 
83 

84 

85 

81 
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Use the supplied 1/12” dowel to create some paint cans 

to clutter up your shelf. Paint the dowel silver and then 

slice it into can sized pieces by rolling your x-acto knife 

across the dowel, increasing the pressure as you go. 

 

 

Touch up and glue onto the shelves accordingly. You 

could use some fine stranded electrical wire for pail 

handles. 

 

To color the shelf clutter, break the clutter bits 86 into 

individual piles. Think of these as small parts boxes that 

would be on the shelves.  

 

 

 
Mix a blob of paint in with the clutter pile. 

Using a brush, coat the parts with paint as shown above. 

 

Dump out your clutter pile onto a paper napkin and 

spread around lightly so they don’t stick to the towel 

and remove any excess paint. 

 

 

Glue the clutter into the shelves stacking as organized or 

disorganizes as you like. After the glue has set, hit the 

clutter with AI to add some highlights to the details. 

 

86 

86 

86 
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Add additional clutter using scrap pieces of wood, metal, tubing etc. Organize your interior details as you want your 

layout to look and glue in place. 

 

Note the painted barrels with scrap wood in them. 
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This is your chance to add the interior details as once the rafters are put in place it will be much more difficult. 

 

 
Note the office details and the metal heat shield behind 

the pot belly stove made from some corrugated metal 

(that you get to make later on in the instructions). 

 

 

Build and install the regulator clock (see next page), 

stove, signage, and more barrel clutter. 
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Paint the regulator clock face and pendulum as shown. 

 

 

Glue glazing G7 to the top of clock base 88. Then glue 87 

over top of the glazing to frame the clock.  

 

 
The two oxy-acetylene welding carts can be placed in 

the building. Glue the carts together as shown above. 

Paint the cart dark green or black as well as the tires 

and wheel hubs. 

 

 

Glue the wheels to the sides of the cart so they are flush 

with the bottom of the cart. Paint the large tank green 

and the small tank red and glue in place. 

 

Glue door 90 between inner and outer frames 89. Glue 

glazing G6 to the inside face of door 90 (three doors to 

assemble). 

 

 Locate the 3D 

printed door 

knobs and paint 

them a brass 

color. 

 

Sticking them to a 

stick with double 

sided tape makes 

things easier. 

89 

90 

89 

87 

88 

G7 
87 

88 

O3 

O3 

O1 

O2 

O4 

O4 

G6 
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Glue the door knob/plate to the outside face of the 

doors as shown. Glue the office entry door in place. 

 

 

Glue the interior office door in place. 

Glue the side door in place. (open or closed) 

 

 

 
The bi-fold doors look great in the open position. They 

could be positioned so they are flush to the outside of 

the bay wall, but I think they look better flush to the 

inside (Provided more interior space in real life). 

Glue glazing G5 to the back of each door as shown 

above. 

 

 

 
Glue the doors back to back at a slight open angle. Cut 

some 1/32” strips of paper and glue to the door edge to 

represent door hinges for each door pair. 

 

G5 
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Paint the door 

hinges a rusty / 

brass color. 

 

Glue the door pairs to the bay wall as shown above with 

two pairs on either side of the opening. 

 

Lay the shed beam centered between the four slots in the wharf deck as shown and mark the locations where the posts 

will be glued to the bottom of the beam. Or use the “Storage Cage Template” to lay out the posts and braces. 

 

Sand and stain beam (with AI) 91, posts 92 and braces 

93 prior to glue up. Glue posts 92 to the bottom of 

beam 91 at the marked locations. Then glue the braces 

93 in place between the posts and beam as shown to 

the right. 

 

 

 
Glue the post and beam assembly into the slots in the 

deck, resting on the wharf beam below the deck. 

92 

93 

91 

92 92 92 

93 

93 

93 

93 
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Stain rafters 94 (ten places) and then glue in place into 

the wall slots and in the slots in the top of beam 91. 

 

 

Now you need to choose how high your deck will sit 

above the water line in order to make the wharf posts 

the correct length. 

 

For the prototype model, I chose a height of 1.65” for 

the length of the posts. You could go less, but I thought 

it added the right amount of drama to the scene, 

especially when viewed from the water level. You will 

need to adjust according to your surrounding scenery. 

 

 

* If you vary the height of the posts, you will want to 

consider varying the height of the floating dock ramp as 

well for esthetics. Also, if posts are shortened more than 

¼” you may need to adjust the cross bracing lengths. 

 

 

94 94 
94 

1.65”

*
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For the wharf piles, you will need eighteen of the 1/8” 

diameter posts cut at 1.65” (note: this may need to be 

longer if you are going with resin water so that your 

posts reach to the bottom of your ocean bed. My water 

is a painted surface and gloss Mod Podge so the posts 

are glued directly to the surface of the water.   

Also, you are going to need six posts that are about ¼” 

longer than the support pilings for bumper posts out 

front of the wharf. 

 

 

Start by cutting your posts to length and rounding over 

the tops on the posts that will not be used as support 

pilings. Above shows the stages of effective aging of the 

piling. 

 

a. Piling cut to length 

b. Graining of wood with razor saw or wire brush along the length of the post. Tip: if you see that you are raising the  

     grain instead of making grooves, run the saw in the other direction. 

c. Stain the post with wood stain or AI (I used Hunterline Light Gray). 

d. Lightly sand the post to remove burs and overly raised grain with a nail file. 

e. Lightly drybrush the post with light grey acrylic paint. 

f.  Glue some barnacles (fine sand or sanding dust) to the waterline area of the post. Add some slime to the water line  

    area. Here I used MIG Effects Slimy Grime Light and Slimy Grime Dark (MIG 1411 & 1410). 

 

a b c d e f 

a b c d e f 
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Invert the structure on your work space. Mark the centers of the post placement at 1.45” intervals along the wharf 

beams as shown above. Glue the posts to those locations so that they are square to the beams. 

 

 
Set the model on its side and support it so you have access to the bottom. Starting with the row of posts closest to your 

work surface, glue bracing planks 95 to the top of one post and diagonally to the next post to the right as shown above. 

Continue working from left to right for each row. In real life, the bottom of these supports would be just above the high 

water line.  Then flip the model over and add the diagonal bracing planks on the other side of the posts, again working 

from left to right.  

 

1.45”1.45” 

95 End of plank 
in-line with 

post centerline 
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Repeat the same process of gluing the diagonal bracing planks from the back of the wharf to the front. Then turning 

around the model and working from the front to the back. It is important to be consistent with the ordering of the 

bracing so that the pattern repeats. 

 

 
Now is a good time to work on the base where the 

model will be planted in your layout scenery or 

diorama. Place the model where you want it to sit and 

then mark the post locations. 

 

 

Mark out the where the shore line will meet the parts of 

the model that will be grounded to the shoreline. 

 

1 

BRACING 
PATTERN 
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Build up the scenery foundation with whatever 

technique you are used to. Here I used ¼” foam core to 

layer up the scenery cliffs. 

 

 

Note the steps in the scenery foundation for the building 

and shims to keep things square. A layer of plaster was 

sculpted to form the scenery and top coat (I did not 

apply anything to the water area). 

 

A wire brush works well to shape the still damp plaster into rock formations. 

 

Some bricks made from polymer clay add to the scenic 

details. 

 

 

 
Not required, but the stones add visual interest to the 

completed diorama. 



HO-15002: Seabiscuits Boatworks Kit Assembly Instructions 

Inter-Action Hobbies 

Page 30 

Rev 2020-1 

 

For plaster scenery, I like to use “Woodland Scenics 

Earth Colors”, but any watered down acrylic paints will 

work. Apply a wash of base color you would like for 

your scenery. Here I used WS Stone Gray C-1218. When 

brushed over the scenery, the wash accumulates in the 

cracks and leaves the exposed surfaces a bit lighter. 

 

 

 

Using 2 or 3 shades of lighter gray, dry brush the 

scenery to bring out the stonework. 

 

Then using the Mig Effects Slimy Grime, apply near the 

water line to show low and high tide. 

 

For the water, I used several shades of blue and blue 

gray to paint the water. Lightening the color as I got 

closer to shore. The paint was applied in a dabbing 

motion with a larger brush to better mottle the colors 

together. Then several coats of Gloss Mod Podge 

stippled onto the dry water surface. The more light 

layers, the better the water looked.  

 

 

For a sandy surface and more scale finish to the 

surrounding area, I used Lepage water soluble wood 

filler. Thin it with water and a bit of white glue to a thick 

cream consistency and apply it with a dabbing motion. 

The finish is very convincing sand in HO scale.  
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The finished sanded area was given a very thin light 

wash of similar colors to add some depth. 

 

Sand the area that will be the parking lot with a sanding 

stick / nail file. Brush off the residue and apply a coat of 

flat Mod Podge to give it a compressed, well used 

surface. 

 

Foliage tufts and scenery detail added. For the 

prototype model, I went with a sandy soil look.  

 

Once the building is in place, some touch up transition 

to the surrounding scenery may be necessary. 

 

Use the supplied scale 4x8 basswood stock to create the 

wharf curbs. This is accomplished by cutting the 4x8 bits 

to length according to the supplied “Wharf Curb 

Template”. Then glue up the curbs as shown above 

using the template as a guide. 

 

Glue the curbs flush to the edge of the wharf deck as 

shown above. A tiny dot of white glue can be added to 

the top of the curbs as shown to represent bolt heads. 

Alternately you could add extra detail by using some 

Tichy Bolt head washer casting, though these are not 

included in the kit. 

 

C1 

C2 

C3 

C4 
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If you have the optional detail kit, paint the supplied 

barrels as you see fit. Typically they were colored with 

alternating red/blue/green and white stripes as shown 

to the right. Here we have filled a barrel with scrap 

wood. 

 

 

On the graphics sheets you will find some various boxes 

to be cut out and folded into box. Cut out the box shape 

as shown. This works best with a fresh #11 x-acto blade. 

Using the blade, lightly score the fold lines. Do not cut 

all the way through the paper. 

 

Apply glue to the glue tabs and fold up the box. It is 

easiest to start with the bottom of the box and then 

work your way around to the final glue tab. The tops 

are split so you can leave them open or glue them 

closed as you see fit. 

 

Note the placement of the boxes and some wood stock 

for the storage cage on the side of the building. 

 
 

Use the “Storage Cage 

Template” to create 

the cage doors. Paint 

the supplied tulle fabric 

silver to represent 

chain link fencing. Cut 

the scale 2x4 lumber 

supplied in the kit to 

size according to the 

template. 

 

 
Place wax paper over the template and tape the tulle 

fabric to the wax paper. Glue the framework directly 

over top of the template. Trim the tulle fabric around 

the outside of the finished doors. 
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Using the “Storage Cage Template”, cut and glue the 

supplied styrene rod to make up the storage cage wall. 

 

Then glue the painted tulle fabric to the wall and trim 

the edge. 

 

Rust up the wall as you see fit before gluing it in place 

between the storage shed posts as shown above. Keep 

a gap of about 1/16”between the bottom of the cage 

wall and the wharf deck. 

 

Now you can add the details that you want to keep 

secure in the storage area. Make them as organized or 

disorganized as you like. 
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Glue the two cage doors in place as shown. 

 

 

 

 
Tape the supplied corrugator tool base to your work 

surface. Using the base as a template, cut the self-

adhesive foil tape into panels that are the correct width 

and slightly longer than needed in order to hold the 

panel as you press the corrugations into it. 

 

 

 

 

Holding the end of the panel on the template, use the 

corrugator tab to drag the grooves down the length of 

the foil panel. You may need to do this several times 

with just enough pressure to emboss the foil. 

 

Stick a strip of double sided tape to a blank piece of 

paper. Then apply the corrugated strips to the tape so 

that you can apply weathering to the panels. I like to 

weather each panel separately so that you get a 

random look to your finished roof. First start by painting 

or spraying a flat or dull coat finish to the foil strips. 

Then rust them up as much or little as you like. 

 

 

 

 

I like the first coat to be some “MIG” Rust Wash. You 

apply it along the edges with a brush and then use a 

clean soft brush and pull it upwards along the panel to 

make it streak a bit. Then use your favorite rust powders 

to age the panels as much or as little as you like. I do 

find it looks a bit more convincing if you end your 

powdering by dragging a clean brush upwards parallel 

with the corrugations. 
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If you want, you can use the supplied shed roof panel 

96 as a base for the roof panels. Alternately, you can 

glue them directly to the top of the shed rafters as 

shown below. Blacken the edges of the roof panels with 

a “Sharpie” felt pen. This helps blend and hide the edge 

of the panel when the corrugated roofing is added. 

 

 

 

Remove the self-adhesive backing paper on the panel. 

Glue the corrugated roofing panels to the roof backing 

panels as shown. Overlap by one or two corrugations. 

Trim off the excess with scissors or a new x-acto blade. 

On the prototype model, I corroded some of the roof panels with Ferric Chloride copper circuit board etching solution. 

You can Google the process if you want. It is a potentially hazardous process so take the necessary safety precautions 

working with the etchant solution. 

Generic photo 

Roof part differs 
96 
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Glue rafters 97 in place in the first bay as shown. 

 

 

If you don’t have the optional detail kit, then skip the next section regarding the LED lighting. 

Solder leads to the positive and negative tabs on the 

included LED strip and glue in place between the first 

and third roof bay as shown. Route the wires so that 

they are hidden along the bottom of the ridge wall and 

extended out to the bottom of the model. 

 

 
The LED strips run on 10 to 12VDC. 

Solder leads to the second LED strip and glue in place so that one of the LEDs is shining into the office area and the other 

two light up the maintenance bay. You will need to trim a notch into the top of the office wall to fit the light. Route the 

wires down the wall and out of the bottom of the building as you see fit.  Glue rafters 98 in place as shown (19 places).  

98 

97 97 
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Glue the remaining rafters 97 and 100 into the second 

and third roof bay as shown. Note the taper of the edge 

of the rafters for correct orientation. 

 

 

Glue the edge rafters 100 (six places) to the bottom 

outside edges of the roof panels as shown. 

To make the standing seam metal roofing, cut some 

scale 1x3’s slightly longer than the roof section you are 

working on as shown to the right. Try to be efficient as 

we have more than enough stock, but not too much to 

be wasteful. 

 

Note: In the prototype model, I used scale 2x4’s which 

made the roofing look a little heavy. For your kit, we 

switched to 1x3’s which look much better.  

 

Holding the 1x3 on end with some tweezers, lightly dab 

the length of it into some adhesive. Then dab any 

excess onto some paper. 

 

 

Set the 1x3 in place in the etched groove in the roof 

panel. When mostly dry, you can go back over with 

some tweezers and draw the tweezers towards you to 

remove any excess glue that may have oozed. 

100 

100 

100 
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Repeat this for all the grooves in all the panels including 

the ends of each panel to form the standing seam. 

 

 

 

Give the roof panels an undercoat of medium green 

(avocado green here). Paint both the topside and 

bottom to minimize warping. 

 

 

Paint the top side with a slightly diluted light blue 

(Vallejo 70.844 Blue in this case). You want some of the 

green tinge to show through. 

Now dry brush the roof panels with a mix of white and 

white mixed with light blue. Go against the grain of the 

roof (side to side to start). 

 

 Then 

drybrush 

with the 

direction of 

the standing 

seams. 

 

103 

101 

105 104 

102 106 
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Something new to try: Use some water color crayons 

and mark the roof panels with a rust brown and silver 

color crayon as shown. Random marks is what you want 

here. 

 

Then with a damp wet brush and a dry brush, wet the 

marks with the damp brush and work to lengthen the 

marks you made and move the color down the panel. 

Use the dry brush to further blend the colors. The effect 

should be subtle but noticeable, staining the surface. 

 
 

For areas where the 

rust has come through 

the metal coating, dab 

some spots with AI 

(Hunterline Gray works 

best). 

 

While the alcohol is still 

wet, dip a dry brush 

into some rust 

weathering powers and 

flick it over the wet 

area by tapping the 

brush on your finger 

nail. 

 

Repeat this for the whole roof panel, varying the colors 

of the powder. Let this dry completely, then flip over 

the part and knock the excess powder off by tapping 

the back of the sheet. 

 

 

You should be left with some crusted areas of powder in 

accumulated spots on the front side of the roof. 
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Now dip a clean paint brush into some paint (the same 

light blue color you were dry brushing with) and pull the 

paint down over top of the edge of the crusted area. 

This creates the look that the rust has crept up under 

the baked enamel and separated it but left the enamel 

on top. 

 

 

Lastly, with a dry soft brush, brush the non rusted areas 

in the direction of running water to form steaks in the 

rusted and non rusted areas. 

Flip over roof panel 102 and place it centered against 

the front of the bay wall. Transfer mark the center of 

each slot in the wall (six places) onto the back face of 

the panel. 

 

Glue rafters 107 (six places) to the underside of the roof 

panel 102, centered on the marks you made. The upper 

end of the rafter should extend past the roof edge by 

1/16” so that the tip of the rafter can be glued into the 

slots in the wall. 

 

Cut six pieces of supplied bronze wire to a length of 2”. 

Place a 90 degree bend 1/16” from the end of each 

wire. 

 

 

Drill a small hole 1/16” from the edge of the roof panel, 

right next to each of the six rafter locations.  

107 
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Feed the wires through the holes from the bottom up 

so that the bent end comes in contact with the bottom 

of the roof surface. Insert the rafter tips into the 

corresponding slots in the wall. 

 

Feed each wire though the corresponding hole in the 

wall without kinking the wire. You may need to 

elongate the hole so that the wire stays straight and in 

tension. 

 

Glue the rafter tips into the slots and then apply glue to 

the backside of the opening where the wires come 

through. Cut off any excess wire after the glue has set. 

Repeat the same process for the overhanging roof 

above the office. 

 

For the office overhanging roof, both wires go through 

the single hole in the center above the door. 

Glue the roof on over the repair bay and office. You can 

also make the roof panel removable by gluing some 

small blocks to the bottom of the panel to hold it in 

place. 

 

Secure the three remaining roof panels in place. 

 

108 

Wire 2 

Locations 
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Glue the dock landing trusses 110 (three places) to the 

back side of the landing deck 109 as shown. Cut two 

beams from 1/8” square stock. Glue the two beams on 

top of the trusses flush to each end of the landing. 

 

 
Trim the piling posts that you made up earlier to        

1.5” long, so that the landing deck will be about 1/8” 

lower than the wharf deck. 

 

 

 

Glue the posts to the bottom of the landing beams as 

shown above. 

 

Glue the landing to the side of the wharf as shown 

above. The pilings should be parallel as shown. 

 

 

Glue railing 113 over top of 111 as shown. 113 should be 

flush to the right hand edge of 111. Glue railing 114 over 

top of 112. 114 should be flush to the left hand edge of 

112. 

109 

110 

111 

110 

110 

113 

114 

112 
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Trim the edge of railing top 115 and 116 at a 45 degree 

angle as shown. 

 

 

Glue landing railing assemblies to the landing as shown. 

The railing post bottoms should be flush with the 

bottom of the landing trusses. 

 

Glue the railing tops 115 and 116 to the top of the 

railing landing.  

 

 

Glue three bumper pilings together as shown. Vary the 

heights slightly. 

Tie some string around the pilings representing cables 

that are used to secure the pilings in real life. 

 

Glue the pilings to the front of the wharf as shown to 

the right. 

 

 

 

116 

1
1
5
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Cut twenty pieces of the 1/8” diameter dowels to a 

length of 1.25” 

 

 

Sand the end face and slightly round the ends of the 

dowels to age them. 

 

  

Put some double sided tape on the Floating Dock 

Template and stick the dowels in place over the 

template as shown. 

 

 

Glue Beams 117 on end to the dowels, equally spaced 

apart as shown above. Once dry, add a liberal amount of 

glue between the dowels and beams as this needs to be 

strong when it comes time to sand down the bottom of 

the dowels to create a waterline. 

117 
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Weighting down the glue up helps keep things flat. 

 

 Cut some 4x8’s at 

a length of 1.25” 

and glue to the 

top of the beams, 

working your way 

across the dock. A 

piece of paper 

held in between 

the planks gives a 

good board 

spacing reference. 

 

 
It should take forty four planks to make up the dock. I 

stained the dock with AI at this point and gave 

everything a light sanding with the grain to get rid of 

any burs and provide some character to the wood. 

 

 

You can add some spike holes with a pin and ruler. 

 

Cut and glue some 4x8 curb spacers. Cut and glue the 

dock curb boards as per the template. 

 

 

 

You may want to notch the curb boards at regular 

intervals in lengths to represent standard board lengths, 

as the dock is longer than what lumber would come in. 

 

 

A very small dot of white glue at the curb spacer 

locations will simulate bolt heads. 
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Paint the bolt heads steel and rust accordingly. 

 

With some 150 or 180 sand paper on a flat surface, sand the bottom of the assembly to about 2/3 thickness so it will 

appear to be in the water, when glued to the surface of your water. 

 

Glue two pieces of scale 4x8 on edge to the bottom of 

gang plank 117 (two units) as shown above. 

 

 

Cut eighteen pieces of scale 1x3 to the width of the gang 

planks. 

 

117 
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Glue the 1x3’s to the top of the gang plank as slip 

treads. 

 

Glue rail 119 over top of the railing and 118 half way up 

the railing. 

Glue the hand rail 120 centered on the top of the 

railing. 

 

Cut and glue four pieces of scale 4x8, on edge, to the 

bottom of deck 121 as shown. Cut four pieces of 1/16” 

square stock to a length of 0.87”and glue perpendicular 

to the bottom of the deck, tight to the 4x8’s. 

Cut four diagonal braces 0.85” long and glue them to 

the four posts as shown above. Then glue the assembly 

to the floating dock as shown above. 

 

Glue the gangplank slides 125 onto the landing deck, 

spaced appropriately for the gangplank beams. 

 

119 

118 

120 

125 

123 

121 

122 

124 
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Sand the edge of the gangplank beams to sit lower on 

the landing, so your dock workers don’t trip over the 

edge. 
 

 

This next part is quite finicky, but patience results in a 

pretty good looking fender and running board structure. 

 
 

Cut eight pieces of the supplied flat styrene strip at 

13/16” long. 

 

 

Put a bend in each of the 5½” I Beams at the 4” mark. 

Bend them to about 20 degrees. This length may vary 

depending on how high your repair bay is above the 

water line. 
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Lay out the I-beams (bend side up) so they are parallel 

and 0.8” (13/16”) apart (outside dimensions). Glue on 

the styrene strips at 0.5” intervals as shown. 

 

Trim the ends of the rail that touch the water at an 

angle parallel to the water surface.  Trim the other end 

to fit the two notches in the repair bay floor. 

 

 

 

 
Glue the two 126a supports together so the diagonal 

braces are crossed as shown above. Then glue 126 to 

both sides of the assembly. 

Trim to the right height to slip under the rail and glue in 

place as shown to the right. 
 

 

 

Cut some 2x4’s to a scale length of 12 feet (1.65”). 

 

Build a walkway by gluing the 2x4’s just to one side of 

the center line of the ramp as shown to the right. They 

will extend from the waterline to the doorway of the 

repair bay. 

 

 

126 

126 

126a 
126a 
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Continue adding planks, staggering the ends so they do 

not line up to each other for a total of four rows. 

 

 

Cut about twenty 1x3’s at a scale length of 2 feet 

(0.28”). 

 

 
 

 

Glue the 1x3’s at about a ¼” spacing up the length of the 

walkway. 

 

Paint the door hinges 127 a rusty / brass color. If 

presenting the door in an open position, cut the hinges 

along the hinge line. Glue the strap side of the hinge 

flush to the edge of the door. Then glue the other half 

of the hinge at a 90 degree angle to the strap edge. 

 

 

Glue the door to the opening as shown. 

 

127 
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Using the gantry support frame jig, cut two styrene I-

beams to the length of the jig as shown. 

 

 

 
Cut four vertical support legs from the styrene C-

channel. 

 
With the vertical support legs in the jig, glue the I-

beams to the support legs. 

 

(a) Glue the three parts of the truss together (128, 129, 

128). (b) Cut an I-beam 4.4” long. Glue the truss to the I-

beam. (c) Glue front support to the gantry beam. You will 

need to slide the c assembly through the web to fit in 

place. (c) Glue the aft support to the gantry beam against 

the truss web.  

Glue the base plates 128 to the bottom of the support 

legs, flush with the front edge of the base plate. 

 

Glue the gussets 131 to the front support legs inside of 

the channel of the support leg. 

Glue the gusset flanges 132 to the face of the gussets. 

 

Paint the gantry and weather it as you see fit. 

a 

a 
d 

c 

b 

b 

J2 

131 
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Glue rollers 133 to the winch frames 134 by stabbing 

them with a new #11 blade and dab in glue then place 

on the winch sides as shown to the right. 

 

  

Glue the winch halves to the gantry beam. Use a small 

piece of scrap dowel to make a roller for the winch 

cable. 

 

 

Glue the gantry assembly onto the deck as shown centered on the dolly rails and tight to the wharf curb. 

 

133 
134 
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Stick the stair runners 135 to a piece of double sided 

tape and stick an appropriate distance for the treads as 

shown. 

 

 

Glue the stair treads 136 to the runners as shown. 

 

Glue the stairs in place alongside of the building to help 

folks get to where they need to go. 

 

 

Carefully cut the capsule containing the gas meter detail 

and put it on some double sided tape stuck to a scrap 

stick for painting. 

 

 

 

 
Paint the meter gray as shown and the pipe coming out 

of the ground black or yellow. Then hit it with some AI or 

pin wash to bring out the details. 

Carefully remove the meter from the sprue by breaking 

one support pin at a time. Flat angled sprue cutters work 

well for this. 

Paint the 

power meter 

casting. Trim 

the clear 

globe and 

glue it in 

place on the 

meter. Glue 

the meter on 

an exterior wall wherever you 

would have power coming into 

the building. 

 

 

Paint the sign hanger 137 a black iron color. Trim and 

glue graphics to both sides of the sign face. Paint and 

glue on the sign frames 138 to both sides of the sign. 

138 

137 

135 136 
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Glue one of the signs into the holes in the bay wall and 

front wall as shown above. 

 

 

 

  

Trim and glue the ladders 139 and 140 to the wharf as 

appropriate. 

PARTS DIAGRAM - Seabiscuit 24’ Cruiser  
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As an alternate to painting the window frames with 

silver paint, apply the self-adhesive foil tape to the 

cabin cruiser parts as shown above. 

Lightly emboss the foil into the part sheet with the back 

of your finger nail so that you can detect the edge of the 

window openings. 

 

 

 
Cut an opening in the foil and still leave enough material 

to wrap around the opening of the window after flaring. 

 

 

Using a toothpick or sharpened dowel, gently work the 

foil around the opening. Going around the opening a 

little at a time, stretching the foil as you go. 

 

For tight corners, slice the foil to the corner at a 45 

degree angle. Use tweezers to squeeze the foil around 

the window posts.  

 

 

Cutting relief angles helps you as you go. 
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Trim foil back from the part edge for gluing purposes. Paint or stain the wood portions of the boat a mahogany color.  

 

Glue B1 over top of B2. Glue B1-B2 to B3, fitting into the 

notches in B3. Glue B5 to B3. Glue B4 to the back edge 

of B3. Then glue the keel B2 to B4 and B3. 

 

 

All the tabs should fit nicely into their associated slots. 

 

Glue the curved bow form B6 to the slot in B3. 

 

Glue some thin tissue paper to the bottom aft face of B7 

to reinforce the thin material in the area. Trim off the 

excess paper. 

 

B1 

B6 

Trim back from 

edges for gluing 

Trim back from 

edges for gluing 

White 

Instruments black 

Needles white 

B1 

B2 

B2 
B4 

B2 

B3 

B5 

B7 
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If the deck B7 warps slightly, this is OK as it will help 

conform the deck to the hull during glue up. 

 

Rotate the deck slightly so that it fits the slots in B1-B2. 

Then maneauver it to line up with the hull outline. 

 

Glue the edges of the deck to the edges of the hull so as 

to keep the curvature of the deck as shown. 

 

The edges of the deck should slightly overhang the hull 

all the way around.  

 

Paint the hull sides white and the belly panels blue or 

red. 

 

 

Glue the hull sides B8 and B9 to the hull so that they sit 

on the lip formed by overhang of the deck. Pre bending 

the sides will help in assembly. 

 

 
Lightly sand the frames and edges of the hull sides to 

make B10 and 11 fit flush and tight. 

 

 
Pre-bend B10 and B11 to fit the curvature of the hull and 

glue in place. 

 

 

 

B9 

B8 

B11 

B10 

B9 

B8 

B10 
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Glue glazing BG1 to the inside of the porthole in B1-B2. 

 

 

 
Glue the steering wheel doubler B11 over top of wheel 

B12 and glue in place under the instrument panel on the 

face of B1. 

 

 
Cut a thin strip of foil tape and apply it to the edge of 

the deck. Burnish it around the top and bottom side of 

the deck edge. 

 

Glue the left side cabin window frame B13 to the inside 

of the the cabin side wall B14, centered on the window 

opening. Glue glazing BG2 to the inside of B13. Glue the 

side wall B14 to the deck and and wall B1 so that there is 

equal distance along the inside opening in the deck. You 

will need to bend a slight curve to B14 to achieve this. 

Do the same for B15, B16 and BG3. 

 

Glue front window frame B17 over top of B18, centered 

on the opening. Glue glazing BG5 to the back of B18.  

Repeat for the other half of the windshield with B19, 

B20 and BG5.  

 

Sand a slight taper on the bottom of the windshield 

halves as well as the center edge so that there is a tight 

fit when gluing the two halves of the windshield to the 

deck and cabin sides. 

 

 Glue the two 

halves of the 

windshield to the 

deck and cabin 

sides. 

 

BG1 B11 B12 

B13 
B14 BG2 

B18 

B17 
BG4 
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Sand the edges of the cabin roof 

B21 and fit to the top of the 

cabin walls and windshield. Glue 

the cabin roof to the cabin.  

Glue the floor B22 to bottom of 

the opening. 

 

 

Apply glazing BG6 to the back of windscreen B23 and 

glue to the top of the cabin roof as shown below. 

 

 
 

 

Stain and glue handrails B24 to the cabin roof as shown. 

 

 

 

This concludes the main kit construction. We hope you have enjoyed building this challenging but rewarding kit! 

 

If you have the optional detail kit, please continue to the next page. 

 

 

B22 

BG6 

B23 

B21 
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Optional detail kit instructions: 

Wash the resin skiff castings in soapy water, rinse and 

dry. Prime and paint the castings. Typical blue, green or 

red. 

 

 

Glue skiff floor planks B25 as per the above diagram. 

 

Glue in seats B26, B27 and B28 as shown. Note the 

orientation of the seats to fit the locations. 

 

 

Glue the oars B29 into the skiff as you see fit. Add one 

of the motor castings to the boat and a fuel tank casting. 

 

Glue ladder halves L1 and L2 together. Four sets in total. 

 

 

Glue treads L3 centered in the slots in the ladder halves. 

 

B25 

B26 B27 
B28 

L3 

L2 

L1 
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Glue the other ladder half in place as shown. 

 

 

 
Glue top tread L4 in place. 

 

Glue sawhorse leg S1 over S2 and glue the cap S3 over 

top of leg S1. Glue a 0.7” long piece of scale 2x6 into the 

slots in the tops of the legs as shown above. 

 

 

Glue one of the supplied motor castings to the motor 

stand and display it on the dock or out front. 

 

Glue your new details in an appropriate place on the 

deck. 

 

 

Don’t forget to use the included signs around your 

scene. 

 

L4 

S1 

S2 

S3 
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Apply a small amount glue to the top of the pallet 

runners P1 and glue them to the upper pallet deck 

boards as shown while the boards are still in the carrier 

sheet. 

 

 

Continue to do the first six pallets as shown above. It is 

easier to do three or six at a time rather than 

attempting to glue up the entire sheet at once. 

 

Apply glue to the area of the runners where they will 

contact the lower deck boards when placed over top of 

them. Place the lower deck board sheet directly over 

top of the first six pallet assemblies. 

 

 

Cut the completed pallet free of the carrier sheet and 

sand the sides to clean up any burrs etc. 

 

Newer pallets were painted on one side as shown above 

to identify the original owners. 

 

 

Create some pallet piles and pallet loads to populate the 

scene. 

 

P1 
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A simple pile of open boxes and pallets creates visual 

interest and a story. Maybe waiting for a bon fire?  

 

 

A simple wood pile can be made from scrap as shown 

above. Glue scraps of wood and then add layers of 

wood strips to build up the pile as seen on the next 

page. 

 

 
 

 

(Tichy Train Group) 

(reprinted from Tichy Train Group instructions) 
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Build and install your crane kit where ever you like. I 

chose to give my LP’s some help when lifting heavy 

motors and materials off the truck and onto the loading 

dock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HO-15002: Seabiscuits Boatworks Kit Assembly Instructions 

Inter-Action Hobbies 

Page 65 

Rev 2020-1 

 

 

PARTS DIAGRAM – 1911 Ford Model T Closed Cab Truck 

 

 
 

I like to paint the parts while still in the carrier. Some 

parts may need to be painted on the backside as well. 

Some touch up will be required after assembly, but this 

is a good start. 

 

 

 
Remove a triangular wedge of material from the inner 

edge of the fenders as shown. This will help form a 

tighter seam when gluing the fenders to the frame body. 
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Fold the body frame engine well (1) about 45 deg. up 

and fold the running board wells down about 45 deg. 

Roll the forward part of the fenders to match the 

engine well. I use a small paint brush or x-acto handle. 

 

 

This next part is quite finicky, but patients results in a 

pretty good looking fender and running board structure. 

 

Take your time to make the rolls and bend to line up as 

best as possible before gluing things together. Trial 

fitting along the way will ensure a straight and clean 

product. 

 
Gluing the fender to engine well and front edge of the 

running board well. Adding a glue line to the bottom 

strengthens the structure. Let it cure before doing the 

other fender. 

 

Bend the running boards along the crease as shown and 

glue the long edge of the running board to the edge of 

the running board well. 

 

Glue the chassis to the fenders, making sure to line up 

the front edge of the chassis to the front edge of the 

fender. 

 

 
Glue bell housing 4 to engine bottom 3. You can trim the 

shape of 3 to look more like an engine bottom with an   

x-acto as shown. Paint the engine assembly black. 

3 

4 

1b 
1 

1c 

1c 

2 
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Fill any gaps in the slots and tabs. Sand and paint the 

body your favorite colors. You will have to do some 

touch up later. 

 

Check the fit of the fenders and edge. Make note that 

you need to have clearance for the trim parts in the next 

step. 

 
Glue in the windows as shown. The back window fits 

into the opening instead of on top of it. I use a pin with 

a bit of glue on it to put little points of glue around the 

edge. You don’t see the glue dabs as they are on the 

inside of the cab. 

 

 
Put a little bit of glue on the end of the supplied piece of 

.012” wire and insert it into the bottom of the steering 

wheel housing. Then trim the wire to length and glue it 

in place to the firewall. Make sure the wire does not 

extend into the front of the firewall or the engine cowl 

will not fit properly. 

 
Glue the back cab wall 11 to the deck and cab floor 17. 

 

Glue the left side assembly as shown. 

 

5 6 

7 8 
9 

10 

11 

11 

12 

13 15 14 

16 
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Glue the two basswood seat bases 18 together. Paint 

the front to match the cab or seat. Glue it into the cab 

flush to the back wall. 

 

 
Glue seat back 19 to the back wall just below the 

window. Glue the seat to the seat base flush to the back 

wall. The front should overhang just a bit. 

 
Glue the firewall / windshield assembly to the front of 

the cab. 

 

 
 

Glue the right hand assembly to the cab. 

Next, glue the roof frame 23 to the cab. It should be 

flush to the top and outside edges of the cab. You might 

need to file a bit of either side to fit flush to the outside 

edges of the cab. 

Then glue side frames 21 and 22 in place flush to the 

back edge of 23. 

 

Roll the front edge of roof 23 with a pencil down in front 

and to both of the front corners to form the compound 

curve to fit flush to the edges of the cab.  Glue front 

frame 25 to the roof and either edge of 22 and 21. 

18 

19 

20 

22 

25 

21 

23 

24 

18 
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Glue the tail gate to the back end of the box. 

 

Glue the fender assembly to the bottom of the cab and 

box assembly. Match it to the slot in the cab base. You 

might want to check the distance from the front of the 

cab to the front of the fender assembly to make sure the 

engine cowl will fit flush to the front of the fender 

assembly. 

 
Glue the rear axle assembly together as shown above. 

 

  
Glue the rear axle assembly to the bottom of the chassis 

making sure to keep it level left to right. 

 

 

 
  

12 

26 

27 

28 

30 

29 

31 
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Paint the tires 30 and 31 either black or leave them 

ivory as some rubber tires were white at the time. Glue 

the tires 30 and 31 to either side of spoke assembly 29. 

I find dabbing the tire into the glue and then dabbing 

off the excess glue works well. 

 

After the glue has set use a nail file or sanding stick to 

slightly radius the tire outside edge. This will clean up 

the little bumps in the tire from the laser process and 

give the tire a much more pleasing appearance. 

 

Touch up the paint on the tires after filing. 

 

Glue the wheel assemblies to the rear axle as shown. 

 

Roll the back fenders 33 around a pencil or paintbrush 

to fit the curvature of the wheels. Glue the fenders in 

place above each back wheel. 

 

  

Glue the box brackets 34 to each side of the box wall as 

shown above. There are 2 extras supplied as these are 

really tiny!!! 

 
Glue the box slide to the brackets as shown. 

 

 
Sand the bottom of the 3D printed engine cowl to 

remove any support pin residue. Sanding or scraping 

with an x-acto blade works well for this step. 

 

33 

34 

35 
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Glue the engine cowl centered on the fender and 

firewall. 

 

  
Clean up the backside of the 3D printed radiator so it fits 

flush into the front of the engine cowl. Glue the front 

axle 36 to the bottom / back face of the radiator 

support. 

 
Glue the front wheels to the front axle. 

 

  
Glue the radiator / axle assembly to the front of the 

engine cowl. 

 
Sand the pins from the back of the side lanterns and 

glue them in place. 

 

 

 

  

Glue the rear lantern into the opening in the bottom rear 

left hand side of the box deck. The marker lenses are 

painted red. 

 

36 
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Plant your new truck along with the others on your scene. Maybe it is delivering stuff to Seabiscuits or maybe it is a 

customer in for a visit. 

 

Either way, we hope you have enjoyed building this challenging but rewarding kit! 
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